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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY                January 18, 2026

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN Video

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 1 Corinthians 6:11

P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God my exceeding joy.

P: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified
C: in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   Psalm 124:8; 130:3, adapt.;Ephesians 3:11–12

L: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
C: who made heaven and earth.

L: If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

L: Although God has graciously showered the light of His love on us, we have not responded in lives of total
devotion. But because He has graciously promised to forgive, let us go to Him in the name of “Christ 
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in Him.”

C: Gracious heavenly Father, we confess that we have let the distractions of this world turn our eyes
from seeing the true Light. We have not loved You with our whole hearts. Forgive us and renew in
us, hearts to see, follow, and worship You alone.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE

 WORD 

INTROIT Psalm 19:1–5



P: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
C: Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are
there words, whose voice is not heard.

P: Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a 
strong man, runs its course with joy.

KYRIE (spoken)
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy

SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 
Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1–7 (The servant of the Lord)

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar.  The LORD called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother he named my name.  He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his 
hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.
 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  But I said, “I have labored in vain; I
have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with 
my God.”

And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and 
that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my 
strength—he says:  “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 
bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations,  that my salvation may reach to the
end of the earth.”

Thus says the LORD,the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:  “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the 
LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 (God’s calling)

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,



To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all 
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in 
every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VERSE John 1:29b

P: Alleluia.
C: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
P: Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29–42a (Jesus calls the first disciples.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!  This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’  I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.”  And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,  and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  Jesus turned 
and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.   One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  He first found his own brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ).  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY LSB 590 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

Baptized into Your name most holy,
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among Your saints, Your chosen host.
Buried with Christ and dead to sin,
Your Spirit now shall live within.

My loving Father, here You take me
To be hence-forth Your child and heir;
My faithful Savior, here You make me
The fruit of all Your sorrows share;
O Holy Ghost, comfort me
When threat’ning clouds around I see.

My faithful God, You fail me never;;
Your promise surely will endure.
O cast me not away forever
If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when I come defiled;
Forgive, lift up, restore Your child.

All that I am and love most dearly,
Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely;
Help me Your faithful child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own
Serve any will but Yours alone.

SERMON      “The Importance of Baptism”    John 1:29–42a Pastor Jeremiah Bauer

CREED Nicene Creed

People: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures



and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give You praise and thanks for all Your mercies to us and the whole world, especially for 
salvation and the call to restored holiness through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Make Your Gospel to 
sound forth throughout the world, causing many to turn to You in true repentance and faith for their eternal 
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Bless and defend Your whole church, providing pastors and ministers according to Your will, and make 
it perfect in love and all good works, established in the faith delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Preserve our nation in spiritual righteousness and honor. Grant health and protection to all who bear 
office in our land, that they may know and obey Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Guard and defend those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on all to whom death draws near. Give consolation to those who mourn. 
Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Remembering those who have served You in years past and who now rest from their labors, keep us in
fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joy of Your eternal kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

 SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before 
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and singing:

SANCTUS (LSB page 161, sung)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might;
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and Passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI (LSB page 163, sung)

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Video
LSB 618 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table

I come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone are able
To satisfy and make me whole.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning,
That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So I, a sinner, come to Thee.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!



Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy Lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art:
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

LSB 696  “O God, My Faithful God”
O God, my faithful God,
True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,
All perfect gifts bestowing:
Give me a healthy frame,
And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,
A soul unstained by sin.

Grant me the strength to do
With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,
My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should
While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good,
For You must give success.

Keep me from saying words
That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech
May from my lips be falling;
But when within my place
I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace
Lest I offend the weak.

Lord, let me win my foes
With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends
For counsel and correction.
Help me, as You have taught,
To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might



To live in peace with all.

Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.

And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice
With those who love Your name.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LSB page 164, sung)

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

P: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

HYMN LSB 922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing – You are My own.

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;



Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My Children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;
Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.

SENDING

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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