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CHRISTMAS EVE          December 24, 2025 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
 
 

OPENING HYMN LSB 361 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
O little town of Bethlehem,  
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears  Of all the years  
 Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary,  
And gathered all above  
While mortals sleep, The angels keep  
Their watch of wond’ring love.  
O morning stars, together  
Proclaim the holy birth,  
And praises sing to God the king,  
And peace to all the earth!  
 
How silently, how silently  
The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts  To human hearts   
The blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming;   
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him,  
still The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem,  
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, And enter in,  
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels  
The great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, 
 Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:2; Luke 2:8–9 

 
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
C: those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

 
P: There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
C: And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with fear. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Luke 2:10, 14 

 

P: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace, 
C: we gather on this not-so-silent night to celebrate the birth of the One who brings us peace. Yet, 
we are not at peace with You, with one another, or with ourselves. Our sinfulness can cause us to be 
filled with fear. For the sake of Jesus, the Child who was born and the Son who was given to redeem 
us from all lawlessness, purify us as Your people and make us zealous for good works. 

 
P: The angel said to the shepherds, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 
for all the people.” So, as God’s servant, I say to you, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy.” 
As a called and ordained servant in Christ’s church and with His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us join our voices with the multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
C: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

 

 
 WORD  

 
 

INTROIT Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6 

 

P: When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
C: Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

 
P: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and 
against His anointed. He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then He will speak 
to them in His wrath, and terrify them in His fury, saying, “As for Me, I have set My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
P: When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  “Away in the Manger” 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have 
known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 (“To us a child is born, to us a son is given.”) 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM  “He Is Born, Sing Noel” 
 

 
EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 (God’s grace has appeared, bringing salvation.) 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
DUET     “The First Noel”    sung by Ashton and Grayson Gorney 

 
(Please stand) 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 (The birth of the Christ Child) 

 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
(The Gospel is read.) 

 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY LSB 370      “What Child is This?”      

 
 

 
SERMON       “See the Baby!”     Luke 2:1-20                                       Rev. Tony Troup 

 

 
CREED Nicene Creed 

 

 
OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
 
SANCTUS (Page 161 LSB, sung) 

 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 

1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI (Page 163 LSB, sung) 

 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
Video 
LSB 366 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”      
LSB 368 “Angels We Have Heard on High”      
LSB 367 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”      
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (Page 164 LSB, sung) 
 
 Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
 He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
 with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

CLOSING SENTENCES Luke 2:17 

 
P: Like the shepherds who were greeted by the angels, God has revealed the glory of the Lord to us. 
C: And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 

 

SERVICE OF THE CANDLES   Distribution of the light.  As the ushers pass the light to members and 

guests, pass it to the person next to you.  DO NOT TIP a lighted candle. 
 

(Please remain seated while the candles are burning) 

HYMN LSB 363    “Silent Night”       
 

BENEDICTION Romans 15:13 

 
P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
C: Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 
 

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God!  (Please extinguish your candles) 
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