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Blessed Savior Lutheran Church 
 

1205 North Lincoln Ave                                    Pastor Tony Troup (618-340-8375), Vacancy Pastor   
O'Fallon, IL                                              Pastor Perry Schefelker (618-322-7498), Vacancy Pastor                                   
(618) 632-0126                                                                      Cody Krueger, Seminary Field Worker                                                    
www.mybslc.org                                                                                         Cheryl Vohlken, Organist 
Worship –9:30 am                                                                 Sunday School & Bible Class: 10:45am 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                  December 21, 2025 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
The Reception into Membership of Sonny, Liezel, Philip and Leia Evans 

 
 
VIDEO   “He is Exalted” by Twila Paris   
 

 
INVOCATION 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 130:7; Philippians 1:6 

 
P: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
C: and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

 
Silence for self-examination. 

 
P: Holy and gracious God, 
C: I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sins I know—the thoughts and 
words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some are known only to You. In the name of Jesus 
Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
P: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

 

 
INTROIT Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 [See Music Index] 

 
All: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at Your 
presence. 
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P: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 
 

C: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the 
morning. 

 
P:        O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful 
redemption. 

                
C:        And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy | Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at Your 
presence. 

 

 
SALUTATION 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–17 (“The virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel.”) 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz:  “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.”  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  And he said, “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  For before the boy 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.  The 
LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house such days as have not come 
since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria!” 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
EPISTLE Romans 1:1–7 (Long promised by God, the Savior, Jesus Christ, has come.) 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh  and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
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to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,  including you who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

VERSE Matthew 1:23a 

 
P: Alleluia. 
C: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel. 
P: Alleluia. 

 
(Please stand) 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25   (“The birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.”) 

 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
(The Gospel is read.) 
     Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 
      “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  (which means, 
God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife,  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #359    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  

 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming  
From tender stem hath sprung!  
Of Jesse’s lineage coming  
As prophets long have sung,  
It came, a flow’ret bright,  
Amid the cold of winter,  
When half-spent was the night.  
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Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,  
The rose I have in mind;  
With Mary we behold it,  
The virgin mother kind.  
To show God’s love aright,  
She bore to us a Savior,  
When half-spent was the night.  
 
This flow’r whose fragrance tender  
With sweetness fills the air,  
Dispels with glorious splendor  
The darkness ev’ry where.  
True man, yet very God,  
From sin and death He saves us  
And lightens ev’ry load.  
 
O Savior, child of Mary,  
Who felt our human woe;  
O Savior, King of glory,  
Who dost our weakness know:  
Bring us at length we pray  
To the bright courts of heaven,  
And to the endless day.  

 
 

SERMON      “Signs!”    Isaiah 7:10-14                                    Rev. Tony Troup 
 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 

 
People: I believe in one God, The Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
  and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
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 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

OFFERING 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

SANCTUS (Page 161 in LSB, sung) 

 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
  Heaven and earth are full of your of Your glory. 
  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.   
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 

1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and Passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
            For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI (Page 163 in LSB, sung) 

 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
Video 
LSB #358  “From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come”  
 

From Heav’n above to earth I come  
To bring good news to ev’ry home;  
Glad tiding of great joy I bring  
Whereof I now will say and sing:  
 
To you this night is born a child  
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;  
This little child of lowly birth  
Shall be the joy of all the earth.  
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This is the Christ, our God Most High,  
Who hears your sad and bitter cry;  
He will himself your Savior be  
From all your sins to set you free.  
 
“He will on you the gifts bestow  
Prepared by God for all below,  
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,  
You may with us, His glory share.  
 
These are the signs that you shall mark:  
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.  
There you will find the infant laid  
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”  
 
How glad we’ll be to find it so!  
Then with the shepherds let us go  
To see what God for us has done  
In sending us His own dear Son.  
 
Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,  
And see what in the manger lies.  
Who is this child, so young and fair?  
It is the Christ Child lying there.  
 
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,  
Through whom the sinful world is blest!  
You came to share my misery  
That you might share Your joy with me.  
 
Ah, Lord, though You created all,  
How weak You are, so poor and small,  
That You should choose to lay Your head  
Where lowly cattle lately fed! 
Were earth a thousand times as fair  
And set with gold and jewels rare,  
It would be far too poor and small  
A cradle for the Lord of all.  
 
Instead of soft and silken stuff  
You have but hay and straw so rough  
On which as King, so rich and great,  
To be enthroned in royal state.  
 
And so it pleases You to see  
This simple truth revealed to me:  
That worldly honor, wealth, and might  
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.  
 
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,  
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,  
A quiet chamber set apart  
For You to dwell within my heart.  
 
My heart for very joy must leap;  
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My lips no more can silence keep.  
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:  
 
Glory to God in highest heav’n,  
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!  
While angels sing with pious mirth  
A glad new year to all the earth.  
 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (Page 164, sung) 

 
 Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
 He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
 with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
C: for His steadfast love endures forever. 

 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 
Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 
the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

HYMN  LSB #388       “Go Tell It on the Mountain”    (Please stand) 
 
Refrain:  Go tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and ev'rywhere;  
Go tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching  
O'er silent flocks by night;  
Behold, throughout the heavens,  
There shone a holy light. (Refrain)  
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The shepherds feared and trembled,  
When lo, above the earth  
Rang out the angel chorus  
That hailed our Savior's birth. (Refrain)  
 
Down in a lonely manger  
The humble Christ was born;  
And God sent us salvation  
That blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 
 

 
THE SENDING 

 
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
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