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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  September 28, 2025 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 
HYMN  NO 907  “God Himself is Present” 

 
God Himself is present:  
Let us now adore Him  
And with awe appear before Him.  
God is in His temple;  
All within keep silence;  
Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence.  
He alone On His throne  
Is our God and Savior;  
Praise His name forever!  
 
God Himself is present:  
Hear the harps resounding;  
See the hosts the throne surrounding.  
“Holy, holy, holy!”  
Hear the hymn ascending,  
Songs of saints and angels blending.  
Bow Your ear To us here:  
Hear, O Christ, the praises  
That Your Church now raises.  
 
Fount of ev’ry blessing,  
Purify my spirit,  
Trusting only in Your merit.  
Like the holy angels,  
Worshiping before You,  
May I ceaselessly adore You.  
Let Your will Ever still  
Rule Your Church terrestrial  
As the hosts celestial.  

 
 
INVOCATION 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 146:3, 5 

 
P: I will go to the altar of God, 
C: to God my exceeding joy. 

 
P: Put not your trust in princes, in whom there is no salvation. 
C: Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Timothy 1:17; Psalm 125:1 

 

P: The First Commandment is first because “we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” Let 
us in true repentance and good faith direct the fear, love, and trust of our hearts and minds “to the King of 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God.” 
C: Merciful God, the good fight of faith is fierce, the warfare between our love for You and the 
temptations of the world around us is long, even never-ending. We confess we have not loved You 
above all things, we are afraid at many times, and there is nothing and no one on earth worthy of our 
trust. In You, O Lord, we put our trust. In Your grace and forgiveness, let us never be ashamed. Deliver 
us in Your righteousness for the sake of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son. 
P: “Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” By your 
Baptism into Christ, God has pledged the forgiveness of all your sins and promised the eternal life to which you 
were called. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 

 
SHARING GOD’S PEACE  

 

SALUTATION 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. 
O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of 
Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 6:1–7 (Woe to those at ease in Zion.) 

     “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, the 
notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel comes! 
2 Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the 
Philistines.  Are you better than these kingdoms?  Or is their territory greater than your territory, 3 O you who 
put far away the day of disaster and bring near the seat of violence? 
     4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall,  who sing idle songs to the sound of the 
harp and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, 6 who drink wine in bowls and anoint 
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  7 Therefore they shall now be the 
first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.” 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



3 
 

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 6:6–19 (True contentment of faith) 
      But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 

take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

     11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in 
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be 
rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 
VERSE Luke 16:31 

 
P: Alleluia, alleluia! 
C: If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should 
rise from the dead. 
P: Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19–31 (The rich man and Lazarus) 

 
Pastor : The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
People  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
(The Gospel is read.) 

19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what 
fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and 
was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in 
torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I 
am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from 
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to 
send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
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 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone 
should rise from the dead.’” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
SERMON  “A Successful Life!”     Luke 16: 19-31 Pastor Mark Wiesner  

 
 

VIDEO  “Give Me Jesus”  

(Upper room version – 8 minutes and 39 seconds run time – this video includes the refrain, “I don’t want 
anyone else.  I don’t need anything else.  You are my one thing.  You are my one thing.”)   

 

CREED   THE APOSTLE’S CREED  (Please stand.) 

 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended in hell. 
  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  

 

 
OFFERING 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

P: Let us pray. 
We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be the Lord. All the earth now worships You, the Father 
everlasting. Grant to Your whole church throughout the world the strength and peace of unity in the faith and 
proclamation of Your pure Word, that all people may know Your true glory of salvation from sin and the gift of 
redemption and eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: To You all angels cry aloud, the glorious company of the apostles praise You, the goodly fellowship of 
the prophets praise You, and the noble army of martyrs praise You. We pray You include us as those who 
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acknowledge You now by faith that we may be received into their fellowship not by our merits but solely 
because of Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: You are the King of glory, O Christ, the everlasting Son of the Father. By Your death, You opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Grant Your saving Gospel to be proclaimed throughout the world to the 
salvation of many. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Each day of our lives, O God, keep us mindful of the riches of Your grace that we may know the 
contentment of Your heavenly treasures and not be distracted by temptations of worldly wealth. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Lord God, we pray for all who are in any need, for those who need the grace of Your help and healing, 
those who are in trouble, those who doubt Your kindness, those who fear death, and all who are sick or 
injured, especially those who have requested our prayers. [Pause for silent prayer.] Be their help, healing, and 
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Make us to be numbered with Your saints in glory everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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HYMN  NO 730  “What is the World to Me?”   
 

What is the world to me 
With all its vaunted pleasure 
When You, and You alone, 
Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, 
My soul’s delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest 
What is the world to me!  

The world seeks to be praised 
And honored by the mighty 
Yet never once reflects 
That they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize 
Above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone. 
What is the world to me!  

The world seek after wealth 
And all that mammon offers 
Yet never is content 
Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good,  
Content with it I’ll be: 
My Jesus is my wealth. 
What is the world to me!  

What is the world to me! 
My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, 
My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, 
My bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I declare: 
What is the world to me!  

 

SENDING 
 
P:   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
C:    Thanks be to God!  
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