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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST September 22, 2024 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

In today’s Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah has just learned of a plot 
against him, and he asks God to provide him justice, ridding him of his 
enemies. David’s psalm likewise asks God to intervene and provide 
justice. Indeed, when we are weak in the face of opposition, that is when 
we need to rely on our great God. But if He measured out the same 
justice on us all, we would be doomed! Even one of the Twelve betrayed 
our Lord! But God “gives grace to the humble,” James teaches in the 
Epistle. Only when we acknowledge God’s grace in Christ can we pray 
for His justice. The Twelve were ignorant of Jesus’ coming sacrifice, but 
we are well aware that by it we have received every grace and blessing. 
Today we thank God for His grace to us as He deals with the sin-filled 
world around us. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
HYMN  No. 633 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” (Sts. 1–4) 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious king, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His pierced side. 
Alleluia!  

Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
Alleluia!  

Where the paschal blood is poured, 
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go  
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Alleluia!  

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
Alleluia!  
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INVOCATION 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 54:1–2 

 
P: O God, save me, by Your name, 
C: and vindicate me by Your might. 
P: O God, hear my prayer; 
C: give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: Let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 
C: Almighty God, I confess all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. I have relied on my own 
strength to endure during temptation and persecution rather than Your faithful 
protection. I am sorry for these my faults and ask Your forgiveness and pardon that I may 
return Your faithfulness with ongoing reliance of faith. 

 
P In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. God grant deliverance from every 
trouble and set your feet to walk in His ways now and always. 

C  Amen. 
 

 
INTROIT Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 (read by the liturgist) 
 

 Delight yourself in the LORD, 
   and He will give you the desires of your heart. 

    trust in Him, and | He will act. 
He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 
   and your justice as the | noonday. 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for Him;* 
   fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil de- | 
vices! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
   and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Delight yourself in the LORD, 
   and He will give you the desires of your heart. 

 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE No. 633  “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  (Sts. 5–8) 

Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight 
You have brought us life and light. 
Alleluia!  

Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise,  
And your saints in You shall rise. 
Alleluia!  

Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s power, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
Alleluia!  

Father, who the crown shall give,  
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days; 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
Alleluia!  

 
SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. 
O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, 

C:  grant us humility and childlike faith that we may please You in both will and deed; 
P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 11:18–20 (The prophet asks God’s help in 

defending him against a plot.) 
18The Lord made it known to me and I knew; then you showed me their deeds.  19But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter.  I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying, *Let us destroy the tree 
with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.*  20But, O 
Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon 
them, for to you have I committed my cause. 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 
P: Fear the LORD, you His saints, 
C: for those who fear Him lack nothing!  
 
P: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
C: but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

 
EPISTLE James 3:13–4:10 (James teaches that submission to God means opposition to worldly 

ways.) 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
4:1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within 
you? 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You 
do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on 
your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is 
to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 
6But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, *God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”7Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and 
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30–37 (Jesus tells the Twelve about His coming crucifixion and then uses a child 

to teach about true greatness.) 
 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
30 The disciples went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus did not want anyone to know, 
31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand 
the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 
33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing 
on the way?”34But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 
greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be 
last of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives 
me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S TALK  
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY No. 851 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”   

Lord of glory, You have bought us  
With Your lifeblood as the price,  
Never grudging for the lost ones  
That tremendous sacrifice;  
And with that have freely given  
Blessings countless as the sand  
To the unthankful and the evil  
With Your own unsparing hand.  
 
Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You  
Gladly, freely of Your own.  
With the sunshine of Your goodness  
Melt our thankless hearts of stone  
Till our cold and selfish natures,  
Warmed by You, at length believe  
That more happy and more blessed  
“Tis to give than to receive.  
 
Wondrous honor You have given  
To our humblest charity  
In Your own mysterious sentence,  
“You have done it all to Me.”  
Can it be, O gracious Master,  
That You deign for alms to sue,  
Saying by Your poor and needy,  
“Give as I have giv’n to you”?  
 
Lord of glory, You have bought us  
With Your lifeblood as the price,  
Never grudging for the lost ones  
That tremendous sacrifice.  
Give us faith to trust You boldly,  
Hope, to stay our souls on You;  
But, oh, best of all Your graces,  
With Your love our love renew.  

 

 
SERMON        "God's Kind of Greatness"       Mark 9:30-37        Pastor David Pelsue 
 

 
CREED Apostle’s Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
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The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
The Holy Christian Church,  

The communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins,  
The resurrection of the body,  
And the life everlasting. Amen  

 (After saying of the creed please be seated.) 
 

 
OFFERING 
 

 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO 3RD & 4TH GRADERS  
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Psalm 37:4–7 

 

Pastor: The Introit appointed for today includes comforting words that we will use to guide our prayers 
today. 
 
Let us pray for ourselves and the church around the world. 

People: Guide and protect us and Christ’s whole church to proclaim the Gospel. We dearly want 
all people to hear the Good News. 

Pastor:  Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for people in power through politics, those in businesses growing and distributing 

the resources of this world, armed forces protecting and defending us, and others who provide 
opportunities to use the talents You have given to us. 

People: Work faith in their hearts, O God, so that they may meet the needs of all people in peace, 
and we may follow their lead in serving You. 

Pastor:  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in Him, and He will act. 
 
Pastor:  Let us pray for those who make and adjudicate the laws of our country and others. 
People: Turn the hearts of those who seek to harm us or our nation and work against peace 

around the world, O God. Let us see Your justice. 
Pastor:  He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for those near and dear to us, [including . . .], that God would heal, restore, and 

comfort them according to all His good plans for them. 
People: Grant doors of opportunity for health care professionals, first responders, and us, that 

we may work together with them for the good of those for whom we pray.  
Pastor:  Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him. 
 
Pastor:  Finally, let us pray for all who oppose our gracious God. 
People: Open the hearts of our enemies, O God, and all who oppose Your reign of love, so that 

they may know Your grace and mercy. 
Pastor: Fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil 

devices! 
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People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart. 

 
 

OFFERTORY (p.192 in hymnal) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me.   
Cast me not away from Thy presence,  
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.   
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  
and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.  

 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  No. 705  “The Man Is Ever Blessed”   

The man is ever blessed 
Who shuns the sinners’ ways, 
Among their counsels never stands, 
Nor takes the scorners’ place.  

But makes the Law of God 
His study and delight 
Amid the labors of the day 
And watches of the night.  
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He like a tree shall thrive, 
With waters near the root; 
Fresh as the leaf his name shall live, 
His works are heav’nly fruit.  

Not so the wicked race, 
They no such blessings find; 
Their hopes shall flee like empty chaff 
Before the driving wind.  

How will they bear to stand 
Before the judgment seat 
Where all the saints at Christ’s right hand 
In full assembly meet?  

He knows and He approves 
The way the righteous go; 
But sinners and their works shall meet 
A dreadful overthrow.  

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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