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AS WE GATHER

Sometimes the brightness of the day we are experiencing can affect how we
perceive the space in which we are worshiping. A bright, sunny day can lift
our spirits; a dark, cloudy day can have the opposite effect. Throughout the
pages of Scriptures, God is associated with brightness and light. His setting of
the rainbow in the heavens, recorded in the book of Genesis, is a symbol of
God’s promises to His faithful people. Images mentioned in our hymns also
attest to the powerful brightness of God, as in “O Splendor of God’s Glory
Bright” (LSB 874), written by Ambrose of Milan in the fourth century. Whether
a day has sunny skies or dull clouds or even rainbows, the very presence of
God among us brings an eternal brightness to our time of worship.

HYMN No. 874 “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”

O Splendor of God’s glory bright,

O Thou that bringest light from light,
O Light of Light, light’s living spring,
O Day, all days illumining:

Alleluia!

Come, very Sun of truth and love;
Pour down Thy radiance from above
And shed the Holy Spirit’s ray

On all we think or do or say.
Alleluia!

With prayer the Father we implore:

O Father, glorious evermore,

We plead with Thee for grace and pow’r
To conquer in temptation’s hour,
Alleluia!

To guide whate’er we nobly do,

With love all envy to subdue,

To give us grace our wrongs to bear,
To make ill fortune turn to fair.
Alleluia!




On Christ, the true bread, let us feed;
Let Him to us be drink indeed;

And let us taste with joyfulness

The Holy Spirit’s plenteousness.
Alleluia!

All laud to God the Father be;
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee;
All glory to the Spirit raise

In equal and unending praise.

Alleluia!
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 143:1a, 2, 8, 10; 145:8-9

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
Enter not into judgment with Your servant, for no one living is righteous before You.

Let me hear in the morning of Your steadfast love, for in You | trust. Make me know the way |
should go, for to You I lift up my soul.

Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit lead me on level
ground!

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:

C:

It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section on confession in the
Small Catechism informs and directs us with these words, which summarizes it well.
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but
firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.

Humble yourselves, then, before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness.
O almighty God, merciful Father, |, atroubled and penitent sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your present
and eternal punishment. By nature | am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and deed |
have continually transgressed Your law. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive
me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that | may amend my sinful
life.

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.



As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant Christ and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

PSALM Psalm 136:1-9

P: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Women: Give thanks to the God of gods, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Men: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Women: to Him who alone does great wonders, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Men: to Him who by understanding made the heavens, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Women: to Him who spread out the earth above the waters, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Men: to Him who made the great lights, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Women: the sun to rule over the day, for His steadfast love endures forever;

Men: the moon and stars to rule over the night, for His steadfast love endures forever.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is how, and will be forever. Amen.

P: One of the themes for this week in worship is Christian hope. While many hymns use the word
hope, the idea of the hope that we have in Christ alone is expressed simply and well through the
words of Edward Mote, who lived in England in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. A
cabinetmaker for many years, Mote came into full-time service of the church later in life as a
minister and hymn writer. Through centuries of usage, his most famous hymn, “My Hope |s Built
on Nothing Less,” has been paired with numerous hymn tunes. In Lutheran Service Book it is
linked with the British tune Magdalen, composed by famed church musician John Stainer (LSB
575), as well as with an American hymn tune titled The Solid Rock, composed by the noted
music craftsman William Bradbury (LSB 576). Sometimes singing a hymn to a tune that might
be less familiar to us adds a new dimension to our appreciation of the text.

HYMN No. 575 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own | claim

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;

In every high and story gale

My anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand,;

All other ground is sinking sand.



His oath, His covenant, and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may | then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne!
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen our faith and
give us courage to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 9:8-17 (God makes a covenant with Noah.)

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, | establish my covenant with you and your offspring after
you, ‘and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. “ | establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future generations: | have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, |
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”"God said to
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:14-21 (Paul writes concerning the love of Christ.)

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith*that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:45-56 (Jesus walks on the Sea of Galilee and heals the sick people.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while
he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. And when
evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. And he saw that they were making
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them,
walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was
a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said,
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were
utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when they got
out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and began to bring the
sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his
garment. And as many as touched it were made well.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY No. 715 *“Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”

Jesus, Savior, pilot me

Over life’s tempestuous sea;
Unknown waves before me roll,
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee.
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

As a mother stills her child,

Thou canst hush the ocean wild;
Boisterous waves obey Thy will
When thou say’st to them, "Be still!"
Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea,
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

When at last | near the shore

And the fearful breakers roar
Twixt me and the peaceful rest,
Then, while leaning on Thy breast,
May | hear Thee say to me,

"Fear not, | will pilot thee."

SERMON Genesis 9:8-17 Rev. Mark Winkelman
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CATECHISM

P:

OFFERING

PRAYER OF

P:

The Second Article

We have begun our worship this day in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the Second Person of
the Holy Trinity.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father AlImighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,

that | may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

THE CHURCH LSB, p. 215

Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord
has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us
grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded
and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of
Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both
good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and
gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying
for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at
peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or

alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from

the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

HYMN No. 784 “Take My Life and Let It Be” [Sts. 1, 4, 6)

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would | withhold;

Take my intellect and use

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose,
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,

Ever, only, all for Thee.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

People: Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
People: Amen.

HYMN No. 690 “Hope of the World” (please rise)

Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great compassion;
Speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, Thy people, From consuming passion,
Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
Bringing to hungry souls the bread of life,

Still let thy Spirit unto us be given

To heal earth’s wounds and end our bitter strife.

Hope of the world, A foot on dusty highways,
Showing to wand’ring souls the path of light,
Walk Thou beside us lest the tempting by-ways
Lure us away from Thee to endless night.

Hope of the world, Who by Thy cross didst save us
From death and dark despair, from sin and guilt,
We render back the love Thy mercy gave us;

Take Thou our lives and use them as Thou wilt.

Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death victorious,
Who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain,
We would be faithful to Thy Gospel glorious;
Thou are our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!

SENDING
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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