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Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost                           October 22, 2023 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
FALL FESTIVAL TODAY!   Trunk or Treat & Games (3 PM) 
 Chili Cookoff (4 PM).  
Oct 29 – Reformation Day (Observance)  
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me” City Alight  
 
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
 
Refrain 1 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, “All is mine” 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
 
Refrain 2 

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
 
Refrain 3 

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, “I am free” 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
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With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
 
Refrain 4 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me  (Repeat) 

 
INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 121:2, 7 
 
P: My help comes from the LORD, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
C: He will keep your life. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Silence is kept for meditation and reflection. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
SOLO  “Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)" Grayson Gorney 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our 
ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things 
eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1–7  

(“I am the LORD, and there is no other.”) 
 
 [1] Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped, 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to loose the belts of kings, 
 to open doors before him 
  that gates may not be closed: 
 [2] “I will go before you 
  and level the exalted places, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 [3] I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and the hoards in secret places, 
 that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 [4] For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I name you, though you do not know me. 
 [5] I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
  besides me there is no God; 
  I equip you, though you do not know me, 
 [6] that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 [7] I form light and create darkness; 
  I make well-being and create calamity; 
  I am the LORD, who does all these things.  
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10    (Become imitators of us and of the Lord.) 
 
[1] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
Grace to you and peace. 
 
[2] We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, [3] remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. [4] For we know, brothers loved by 
God, that he has chosen you, [5] because our gospel came to you not only in word, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men 
we proved to be among you for your sake. [6] And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, [7] so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. [8] For not 
only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. [9] For 
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, [10] and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 
to come.  
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Colossians 2:10 
 
P: Alleluia. You have been filled in Him,  
C: who is the head of all rule and authority. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22  
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, 
for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, 
you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And 
Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”  
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They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  When they heard it, they marveled. 
And they left him and went away.  
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN No. 702 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  
 

My faith looks up to Thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary,  
Savior divine,  
Now hear me while I pray;  
Take all my guilt away;  
O let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine!  
 
May Thy rich grace impart  
Strength to my fainting heart;  
My zeal inspire!  
As Thou hast died for me,  
Oh, may my love to Thee  
Pure, warm and changeless be,  
A living fire!  
 
While life’s dark maze I tread  
And griefs around me spread,  
Be Thou my guide;  
Bid darkness turn to day,  
Wipe sorrows’s tears away,  
Nor let me ever stray  
From Thee aside.  
 
When ends life’s transient dream,  
When death’s cold, sullen stream  
Shall o’er me roll,  
Blest Savior then, in love,  
Fear and distrust remove;  
O bear me safe above,  
A ransomed soul! 
 

SERMON “Faith which Works, Love which Labors, and Hope which Endures.” 
Pastor Vern      1 Thess 1:1-10  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED       stand 
 
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven  
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
 
P: Give to all who hear the Word of truth may come to You with repentant hearts and 

a trusting faith, that our sanctified works of faith, our labor of love and our 
endurance in hope may be motivated by defining work of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which He brought salvation to the world.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Give to the nations good and faithful leaders who will work under the guidance of 

Your Word to lead the peoples with equity and justice, fostering freedom so that we 
may worship You and love our neighbor, living in peace and quietness all our days. 
As we follow our Lord’s example and imitate Him, let us also be examples of faith, 
love and hope in this world of violence and destruction, that peace may prevail.  Let 
Your holy angels watch over the vulnerable in Israel and Gaza as war seems 
imminent.  Bring, O Lord, the peace that surpasses all understanding;  Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Give to all people respect for the gift of life, courage to stand against those who 
would disdain the child in the womb or the aged, and encourage husbands and 
wives, parents and children in their life together. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Give to the sick and those who suffer every blessing of Your presence and healing in 

accordance with Your will, that they be supported in their afflictions and granted 
patience until the day when perfect healing reigns. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Give to us eyes to see Your goodness and the gifts of Your mercy that crown all our 

days, and give to our hearts gratitude that we use Your gifts for Your glory, for the 
good of our neighbors in need, and for the support of the work of the Kingdom here 
and throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Shower with Your blessing, the Birthday celebration of Ginger Kieffer this week. 

Grant her a sweet day full of Your peace and favor; Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We praise You, O God, for the Anniversary celebrations of Bob & Marsha Strohm, 

and Jessica Schmidt & Andy Feary. Please help them to continually seek Your face 
individually and as a couple. May Your word truly be the foundation of their 
marriages. Remind us that two are truly better than one, and that each couple may 
both use and appreciate the different strengths that You have given them to better 
their marriages. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P: All these things, heavenly Father, for which we pray, grant to us according to Your 

mercy, providing to us all things needful and beneficial and keeping from us all 
things as may prove harmful to our faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 
taught and enables us to pray saying: 

 
LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 



 

8 
 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE LORD  Numbers 6:24–26 
 
HYMN No. 816 “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  
 
From all that dwell below the skies  
Let the Creator’s praise arise;  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;  
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore  
Till suns shall rise and set no more.  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
All praise to God the Father be,  
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Whom with the Spirit we adore  
Forever and forevermore:  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
 
 

SENDING 
 
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 


