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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany                                     February 12, 2023 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
SouperBowl Sunday:  Food items due today!  Thank you for Your Support!  
Mosaic Baby Bottle Drive ends today.  Again, Thank you!  
Next Sunday begins our Red Letter Challenge Lenten Series.   

Books are available in the narthex.   
 
INVOCATION 
 
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 40:11-13 
 
L:  As for You, O LORD, You will not restrain Your mercy from me; 
C:   Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 
 
L:  For evils have encompassed me beyond number;  
C:  my iniquities have overtaken me, and I cannot see;  
 
L:  they are more than the hairs of my head;  
C:   my heart fails me. 
 
L:  Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me! 
C:  O LORD, make haste to help me!  
 
CONFESSION  
 
L:  Let us now confess our sins and failures before God and our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
C:  Father, we have sinned against heaven and against You.  We are not worthy to be called 

Your children.  We turn to You again. Have mercy on us, bring us back to Yourself as those 
who once were dead but now have life through Christ our Lord.  

 
DECLARATION OF GRACE   Psalm 32:1–2, 10-11 
 
L:   “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 

man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit… 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in 
the LORD. Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright 
in heart!” 

 
 Jesus has come to redeem the world and by our faith in His holy cross, God has forgiven 
all our sins. Therefore, let us walk in the light of His forgiveness; In the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
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SONG OF PRAISE  “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me”    CityAlight 
 
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, "All is mine" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, "I am free" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
L: Let us pray. 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 
consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your 
name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING      Deuteronomy 30:15–20  (The offer of life or death) 
 
[15] “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. [16] If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, 
then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it. [17] But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but 
are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, [18] I declare to you today, that you 
shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to 
enter and possess. [19] I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your 
offspring may live, [20] loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, 
for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” (ESV) 
 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 3:1–9            (The Church and her leaders) 
 
[1] But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. [2] I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even 
now you are not yet ready, [3] for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? [4] For when one says, 
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
 
[5] What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. [6] I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. [7] So neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. [8] He who 
plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. [9] 
For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. (ESV) 
 
VERSE Ephesians 5:2 
 
L: Alleluia. Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us,  
C: a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Alleluia. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:21–37 (The heart of the Law revealed) 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
Anger 
 
[21] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ [22] But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and 
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. [23] So if you are offering your gift at 
the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, [24] leave your gift 
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer 
your gift. [25] Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, 
lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in 
prison. [26] Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 
Lust 
 



 

4 
 

[27] “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ [28] But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. [29] If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. [30] 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you 
lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 
 
Divorce 
 
[31] “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ [32] 
But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 
 
Oaths 
 
[33] “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ [34] But I say to you, Do not take an oath at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, [35] or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. [36] And do not take an oath by your head, for you 
cannot make one hair white or black. [37] Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything 
more than this comes from evil.  
 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
HYMN No. 527 “O Savior, Precious Savior” 
 

O Savior, precious Savior, Whom yet unseen we love; 
O name of might and favor,  All other names above: 
We worship Thee,  we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our Holy Lord and King.  

O bringer of salvation, Who wondrously hast wrought, 
Thyself the revelation. Of love beyond our thought: 
We worship Thee; we bless thee;  To Thee, O Christ we sing; 
We praise Thee, we confess Thee Our gracious Lord and King.  

In Thee all fullness dwelleth, All grace and pow’r divine;  
Thy glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is Thine,  
We worship Thee; we bless Thee; To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our glorious Lord and King.  

Oh, grant the consummation Of this our song above 
In endless adoration And everlasting love; 
Then shall we praise and bless Thee Where perfect praises ring 
And evermore confess Thee, Our Savior and our King!  

 
SERMON “Saved by the Lawgiver” Matthew 5:21-37      Pastor Vern 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED       stand 
 
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
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 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven  
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Incorporating the words of LSB 850 
 
(Final Petition) 
L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord who also taught us to pray saying: 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE LORD  Numbers 6:24–26 
 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and + give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN No. 537 “Beautiful Savior” 
 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee,  
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.  
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Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.  
 
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  
Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels in the sky.  
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise adoration  
Now and forevermore be thine!  

 
 
SENDING 
 
L:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 


