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WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
HYMN No.  477 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:  
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,  
Sing to God a hymn of praise;  
He who on the cross a victim  
For the world’s salvation bled— 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,  
Now is risen from the dead.  
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!   
Death at last has met defeat: 
See the ancient pow’rs of evil  
In confusion and retreat;  
Once He died, and once was buried:  
Now He lives forevermore,  
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,  
Whom we worship and adore.  
 
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Glory be to God on high: 
Alleluia to the Savior  
Who has gained the victory;  
Alleluia to the Spirit,  
Fount of love and sanctity!  
Alleluia, alleluia  
To the triune Majesty!  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:6–10 
 
P: If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 
C: we lie and do not practice the truth. 
 
P: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light,  

    we have fellowship with one another, 
C: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
   and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P: If we say we have not sinned, 
C: we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
 
Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal 

condemnation. In Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
won for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession 
that, dying to sin daily, we may be raised up each day by Your life-giving absolution. 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be ever watchful and live true and godly lives in 
Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: This is also our prayer, great God of mercy. O glorious God, in Your mercy You gave 
Your Son to suffer our death that we might have life and have it abundantly. Let 
Your peace settle deeply in our hearts and minds and so that we may be joyful 
witnesses of Your generous love to the lost You are also seeking to save.  Amen. 

 
P: The beloved disciple John wrote, “I am writing these things to you so that you may 

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.  He is God’s satisfaction for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” Our sins have been forgiven so that we might walk as 
people forgiven and alive with the Spirit of Christ.  Receive His forgiveness; in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
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SONG OF PRAISE  “Everything Glorious”   David Crowder 
 

The day is brighter here with You 
The night is lighter than its hue 
Would lead me to believe 
Which leads me to believe 
 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
And I am Yours (what does that make me) 
 
My eyes are small but they have seen 
The beauty of enormous things 
Which leads me to believe 
There's light enough to see that 
 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
And I am Yours 
 
(Bridge) From glory to glory You are glorious 

You are glorious from glory to glory 
You are glorious You are glorious 
Which leads me to believe why I can believe 

 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
And I am Yours (2x) 
 
(Bridge) From glory to glory 

From glory to glory 
You are glorious You are glorious 
You are glorious You are glorious 

 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious 
You make ev'rything glorious…  
And I am Yours 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING Acts 4:32–35 (The believers were of one heart and soul.)  
 

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had 
everything in common.  And with great power the apostles were giving their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE 1 John 1:1–2:2  

(If we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ.) 
 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest 
to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.  And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 

 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin.  
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 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.  

 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world.  

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE  Romans 6:9; John 20:29b 
 
L:  Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia.  
C:  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31  

(Blessed are those who have not heard and yet believe.) 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.”  When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

 
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.”   
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Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”  Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book;  but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN No. 465 “Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
 
Now all the vault of heav’n resounds  
In praise of love that still abounds:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  
Repeat their song of glory here:  
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Eternal is the gift He brings,  
Therefore our heart with rapture sings:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  
Now still He comes to give us life  
And by His presence stills all strife.  
Christ has triumphed!  He is living!  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;  
Set heart and will on things above  
That we conquer through Your triumph;  
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day  
That by our lives we truly say:  
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Adoring praises now we bring  
And with the heav’nly blessed sing:  
“Christ has triumphed!  Alleluia!”  
Be to the Father and our Lord,  
To Spirit blest, most holy God,  
All the glory, never ending!     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
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SERMON  “Peace Be With You”    John 20:19–31 Pastor Matt 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED       stand 
 
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven  
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Merciful Father, at Your bidding we come to You in prayer, trusting in Your mercy 

to supply us with all that is needful and beneficial to us and for all for whom our 
prayers have been requested. 
 
Silence the doubts that plague us and deliver us from fear, that believing in You we 
may know the full comfort of Your gracious presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Deliver us from pride and humble us by Your Spirit so that, confessing all our sins, 

we know the peace of a clear conscience and serve You with all our heart, mind, 
body, and soul. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Make Your Church bold in the confession of Your name before the world, and give 
Your blessing to every member of the body of Christ, that we may speak with one 
voice to our dying world, Your gracious call to receive Jesus Christ risen and 
glorified and, the message of salvation He has made available to every man, woman 
and child. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Guard us from all enemies and bless our nation. Bless our leaders with wisdom and 

courage to do what is right in accordance with Your divine law.  Be with our re-
elected mayor, Herb Roach and guide him and the city council toward policies and 
events make our beloved township a safe shelter for our young to grow and be 
nurtured, and a place where our community spirit is enlivened and hospitable 
toward those who come here to live.   Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Restore those absent too long from the Church’s sacramental life on account of the 

Covid virus and bring to repentance those who have fallen into error and sin.  Bring 
us together once again, as Your Holy Church, that we may again enjoy the 
fellowship of our beloved family and worship You in Spirit and Truth in the 
atmosphere of Your promised presence, for You have promised that “where two or 
three are gathered in Your name, You are present in our midst.”  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Give comfort, healing, patience, and strength to the sick, to those suffering a 

troubled mind, and to those carrying the heavy burden of grief, that they may know 
Your presence in their hour of need.   

 
Thank you O God, for your amazing power and work in our lives, thank You for Your 
goodness and for Your blessings over Your children. Thank you that you are Able to 
bring hope through even the toughest of times, strengthening us for your purposes. 
Thank you for your great love and care especially to baby Gavin Vosholler who was 
diagnosed with CMV, a virus which threatens this child’s sight and hearing.  Because 
of Your great mercy, Gavin’s tests have been very good.  Thank You for the 
assurance that You hear and answer our prayers.  Renew the spirits of the Vosholler 
and Vohlken families and fill them with Your peace and joy.  Remove their fears for 
what they face in the future and teach them and us to learn of our dependence on 
You for all things. We give You praise and thanks for You alone are worthy!   
 
O Lord God, healer of our bodies and souls, we continue to call to You for relief and 
healing for the many saints on our prayer list who suffer from so many different 
causes.   
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Though we know that our long-suffering a godly purpose, the pain, confusion, and 
frustration felt are so hard to endure.  Grant to all who suffer the strength to 
endure, or grant relief and healing according to Your generous and compassionate 
love.  And do not let their suffering overwhelm their hearts and become a bitter 
resentment against You.  Point all of our misery toward Jesus’ suffering and death 
on the cross that we too may pick up our crosses and follow Him, that in time, we 
too may be glorified with Him.  

 
As we remember Jesus’ suffering, we lift up to You Your beloved child Victoria 
Stake as she struggles with pain due to radiation treatments. Bring healing and 
relief of pain as she continues her cancer treatments.  
 
We seek Your healing aid on behalf of our dear sister Diane Schefelker who was 
hospitalized this past week and is now recovering at home.  Remind her of the 
words of the Apostle Paul who said in 2nd Cor. 12:10:  “That is why, for Christ's sake, 
I delight in weaknesses…, in hardships…, and in difficulties. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” Be with Pastor Perry as he attends her in her recovery. 
 
We also pray for Lily Schlee, Keith Szolga’s mother-in-law living in Michigan, whose 
body is giving out.  Grant her peace and sustain her faith as the day of her passing 
from death to eternal life draws near.  Lord in your mercy, 

C:   hear our prayer. 
 
P:   O Lord of the Living, how suddenly we enter life, and how quickly this corruptible 

life, so vulnerable to death, is taken from us. Today we mourn with Cheryl and 
Wayne Sell whose cousin’s son, Michael, died suddenly and unexpectedly of an 
unseen medical condition.  We thank You, O God, for Michael’s 30 years, yet still 
stager in grief and sorrow for a young man taken so early in his earthly life.  
Comfort their family with the hope of the resurrection of Your dear Son, Jesus, who 
also was taken from this world in His prime, yet the grave could not hold Him!  

 
We believe and stand firm on Your promises O God, so we ask You to support the 
family of Your faithful servant Pastor Leonard Laetsch in their hour of grief.  We 
know that Leonard, who entered his eternal rest in Jesus this past Monday, heard 
the risen Lord say to him, “Enter into the joy of your Lord.”  
  

 We pray this morning also for Queen Elizabeth as she grieves the passing of her 
beloved husband, Prince Phillip who stood beside her and supported her with 
humble dignity and grace during their 73 year marriage.  Comfort the Windsor 
family and the people of Great Britain in their time of mourning.  
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Remind us all that it is appointed for all people to die, but because of Jesus, the 
planting of our bodies in the earth becomes for us the fertile soil from which our 
lives will spring forth and bloom in life eternal!  Until that day, bring comfort to all 
who mourn.  Lord in Your mercy,        

C:   Hear our prayer.     
 
P:   Today we honor those who have been washed in the waters of Holy Baptism and 

who celebrate this week, another year of life under Your incredible grace. Let Your 
perpetual acts of mercy continue to lift up Ann Lundeby, Savannah Boggs, Brianna 
Berens, Leah Geis, Callie Gorney, Matthew Vohlken, Lyndsey Sherman, and Pat 
Dalton as they celebrate another year of Your unquenchable love for them.  
And just one more Birthday “Alleluia” to You O God, for mercifully bringing Daniel 
Kusch through a turbulent year… thriving, so that he, with the entire Kusch family, 
are able to joyfully celebrate his first birthday.    

 
P:    We also honor You O God on the wedding anniversary of Emily & Gogo Sanchez. 

We praise You for their commitment to each other and bless You for the fruit of 
their love, their boys, Rigo and Oliver.  Continue to bless them and their family 
throughout all their days together until they, alongside everyone who loves You,  
join hands at Your throne and worship You in eternal praise and thanksgiving.  
Lord in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 
P: Because of Your gift of Eternal life, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our lips, 

the tithes and offerings we bring, and all our labors for Your glory, so that we will 
not suffer from ingratitude or the pride that believes all we have is the fruit of our 
own work. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Finally, Grant us Your peace, O Christ, as we learn to confidently trust that You will 

both hear and answer the prayers of Your people and supply us with all good things 
according to Your merciful favor; through Your Risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray with fervent trust saying,  

 
LORD'S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
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   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE LORD  Numbers 6:24–26 
 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD smile upon you  and + give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 
HYMN No. 482 “This Joyful Eastertide”  
 
This joyful Eastertide  
Away with sin and sorrow!  
My love, the Crucified,  
Has sprung to life this morrow:  Refrain 
 
Refrain:   

Had Christ, who once was slain,  
Not burst His three-day prison,  
Our faith had been in vain:  
But now has Christ arisen, Arisen, arisen;  
But now has Christ arisen!  

 
Death’s flood has lost its chill  
Since Jesus crossed the river;  
Lover of souls, from ill  
My passing soul deliver: Refrain 
 
My flesh in hope shall rest  
And for a season slumber  
Till trump from east to west  
Shall wake the dead in number:  Refrain  
 
SENDING 
 
P:  Go in Peace and Joy for Christ is Risen! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!! 
 
RECESSIONAL “Amen”  from Handel’s Messiah 


