
By My Hand - For My Sake 
Lent 5 • The Thief’s Father 

 
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
OPENING LITANY  
P:  The opening litany features responses from Lamentations 1 and 3, and Isaiah 53, 

and is interspersed with verses from the hymn “Alas! And did My Savior Bleed.”  
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sov’reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I? 

 
L: Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?  Look and see if there is any sorrow like 

my sorrow which was brought upon me, which the Lord inflicted on the day of his 
fierce anger.   

C: My transgressions are like a yoke about my neck, fastened by the hand of the Lord. 
They weigh so heavily upon me that my strength is gone.   

P: When we lift our hands in prayer to God in heaven, we should offer him our hearts 
and say, “We have sinned! We have rebelled against you!” 

 
Was it for sins that I had done 

He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

And love beyond degree! 
 
P: The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and 

guilt of others.  
C: Now the servant will live to see his own descendants. He did everything the Lord 

had planned.  
P: By suffering, the servant will learn the true meaning of obeying the Lord.  
C: Although he is innocent, he will take the punishment for the sins of others, so that 

many of them will no longer be guilty. The Lord will reward him with honor and 
power for sacrificing his life.  

P: Others thought he was a sinner, but he suffered for our sins and asked God to 
forgive us. 

We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains he had to bear, 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  
P:   O God, Your Son chose the path which led to pain before joy and the cross before 

glory.  Plant His cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may come at 
last to joy and glory; through Your son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
HYMN  How Deep the Father’s Love   
 
How deep the Father's love for us,   
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son,   
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss,   
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One  
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the man upon a cross    
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice    
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there    
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life    
I know that it is finished 
 
I will not boast in anything    
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,     
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward     
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart       
His wounds have paid my ransom  
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HYMN No. 770   What a Friend We Have in Jesus  
 
What a friend we have in Jesus,  
All our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry  
Ev’rything to God in prayers!  
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;  
Oh, what needless pain we bear  
All because we do not carry  
Ev’rything to God in prayer!  
 
Have we trials and temptations?  
Is there trouble anywhere?  
We should never be discouraged  
Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
Can we find a friend so faithful  
Who will all our sorrows share?  
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness  
Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Isaiah 55:6-11 
 
L: “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it.” 

 
L:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSORY  Psalm 25  
 
L: Show me your path, God. Teach me, guide me, lead me in truth. 
C: For you are my God. I have waited for you all day. 
 
L: Remember your tenderness, your endless love. 
C: And forget the sins of my youth, my frailties. Because of your goodness, remember 

me, God. 
 
L: You show sinners the straight road, leading the poor to justice. 
C: Those who keep your law walk in kindness and truth. For the sake of your name, 

forgive me. 
 
L: I love you, O God. Show me the way I should choose, the path of blessing. 
C: You are a friend to those who love you, to those who cherish your law. 
 
L: I fix my eyes upon you. 
C: For you will free me from the trap. 
 
L: Look at me, God; pity me. I am sad and alone. 
C: Lighten my heart, my heavy burden. Heal my festering wounds. 
 
L: Let me shelter in you. Give me integrity for a shield because I wait for you. 
C: Rescue me, God, from all my troubles. 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON      Romans 8:26-30 
 
L: Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 

as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that 
for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 
L:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God! 
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HYMN No. 752 “Be Still, My Soul”   (vs. 1, 3, 4) 
 
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.  
 
Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
And all is darkened in the vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away.  
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.  
 
PRAYERS  
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom. Do not remember our sins and frailties, but 

because of your goodness remember us, O God. 
 
 For our sakes, your Son came down from Paradise, to seek and save all of your 

prodigal children who had wandered far from home. 
 
 For our sakes, he was numbered with transgressors, and took our punishment. 
 
 For our sakes, he stretched out his hands to receive the nails that bound him to the 

cross. 
 For his sake, O God, remember us in your kingdom. 
 
 And for his sake, open our hands to the needs of the poor, the sick, the grieving, 

the dying, the lost and those who find themselves in deep despair. 
 Send us, God, to speak and do in Jesus’ name and for his sake … 
 



 Until we too are privileged to hear the blessed voice which calls us too—yes, even 
us—to paradise, the voice of Jesus coming in his kingly power, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
P: Remember us in Your kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE LORD 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you;  
 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
 the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 
HYMN No. 738 Lord of All Hopefulness 
 
Lord of all hopefulness,  Lord of all joy,  
Whose trust, ever child-like,  No cares could destroy:  
Be there at our waking, and Give us, we pray,  
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord,  At the break of the day.  
 
Lord of all eagerness,  Lord of all faith,  
Whose strong hands were skilled at  The plane and the lathe:  
Be there at our labors, and Give us we pray,  
Your strength in our hearts, Lord,  At the noon of the day.  
 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace:  
Be there at our homing, and Give us, we pray,  
Your love in our hearts, Lord, At the eve of the day.  
 
 



Lord of all gentleness,  Lord of all calm,  
Whose voice is contentment,   Whose presence is balm:  
Be there at our sleeping, and  Give us, we pray,  
Your peace in our hearts, Lord,  At the end of the day.  
 
SENDING 
 
P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 


