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The Transfiguration of Our Lord                                        February 14, 2021 
 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS        

 Feb 17 - Ash Wednesday Service 7 PM.  Beginning of the Season of Lent 

 We will be Blessing the Food Donations for O’Fallon Food Pantry Drive  
and the Tie Blankets made for the Mosaic Crisis Pregnancy Center 

 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 50:1–6 
 
P: The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth  

  from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
C: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
 
P: Our God comes; He does not keep silence;  

  before Him is a devouring fire, around Him a mighty tempest. 
C: He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He may judge His people: 
 
P “Gather to Me My faithful ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice!” 
C: The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge! 

 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  
(moment of silent reflection and repentance) 
 
P: O God, our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that 

we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
C: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
P: We confess that we have not always brought glory to You through our words and our 

deeds. 
C: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
P: We repent of all that is sinful in our lives, both that which we know and those things 

unknown to us that are against Your righteous laws. 
C: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 
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P: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you 
is faithful; He will surely do it. 

C: Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
SONG OF PRAISE    
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

God of grace and glory, before Your Son turned His face to Jerusalem and Mount Calvary, 
on another mountain You revealed His glory as He appeared with Moses and Elijah. 
Sustain Your Church both by His glory and also by Your grace, and help us to reflect the 
glory of Your love to all; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE BLANKETS AND FOOD PANTRY GIFTS 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE DAY 
 
P: On February 14, we commemorate Valentine, Martyr. The word “martyr” reminds us that 

Valentine died for confessing his faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. For eighteen 
hundred years, Valentine’s faithful witness has inspired Christian people to faith-filled 
words and loving deeds. 

 
L:  A physician and priest in Rome during the rule of Emperor Claudius, Valentine lived in a 

time when Christians were harshly persecuted because of their religion. Arrested by 
Roman authorities, he received a death sentence. 

 
P:  Tradition suggests that while Valentine was waiting in prison for his day of execution, he 

developed a friendship with the young daughter of his jailer. He told the girl about Jesus 
and shared his hope of heaven. On the day of his execution, he left her a note cut into a 
special shape. Written inside was a message of affection and encouragement. He signed 
the letter “your Valentine,” beginning a tradition that has changed and grown through the 
centuries. 

 
L:   Love for Christ and love in Christ shaped the actions of Valentine. On Valentine’s Day, it is 

good to reflect on what that love is like. To help us in this reflection, we sing together the 
words of poet Dorothy Schultz in the hymn “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living,”  



 

3 
 

HYMN  “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”  (TUNE: LSB 427 “Rathbun”] 
 
Love in Christ is strong and living,  
Binding faithful hearts in one;  
Love in Christ is true and giving.  
May His will in us be done.  
 
Love is patient and forbearing,  
Clothed in Christ’s humility,  
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring,  
Reaching out in charity.  
 
Love in Christ abides forever,  
Fainting not when ills attend;  
Love, forgiving and forgiven,  
Shall endure until life’s end.  
 
 
PRAYER 
 
P: Let us pray. 

Lord of love, bless our remembering of the saints of ages past, including Your servant 
Valentine. Help us proclaim Your love in our day in word and deed as we look forward to 
the great reunion with all of the saints in Your heavenly kingdom. We pray in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 34:29–35   

(Moses speaks with the Lord, and his face becomes radiant) 
 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his 
hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with God.  Aaron and all the people of Israel saw 
Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.  But 
Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, 
and Moses talked with them.  Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he 
commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai.  And when 
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 

 
Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, 
until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was 
commanded,  the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ 
face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to 
speak with him.  

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 13  (The Way of Love) 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give 
away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. 

 
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 

knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 
perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.  For now 
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 

 
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ALLELUIA Psalm 99:4-5 
 
L: Alleluia!  The King in His might loves justice. You have established equity;  

  You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 
P: Exalt the LORD our God; worship at His footstool!  

  Holy is He! Alleluia! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 9:2–9 (Jesus is transfigured on a high mountaintop)  
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
P:  And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and His clothes became 
radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, 

 
L: “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for You and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.” 
 
P:  For He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, 

and a voice came out of the cloud,   
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C:    “This is My beloved Son; listen to Him.” 
L:  And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 
 
P: And as they were coming down the mountain, He charged them to tell no one what they 

had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN No. 537 “Beautiful Savior” 
 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee,  
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.  
 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.  
 
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  
Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels in the sky.  
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise adoration  
Now and forevermore be thine!  
 
SERMON “Reflections On Love” 1 Corinthians 13 Pastor Vern 
 
CATECHISM  The First Article 
 
P: In the First Article, our confession is focused on God, our Creator, from whom our divine 

Savior Jesus Christ has proceeded. It is the voice of God the Father that we hear on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, acclaiming His Son, Jesus, and directing His disciples to listen to 
Him. As we declare our faith in God the Father, we affirm our trust in His plan for us as His 
children to grant us life and to place us into vocations through which we can serve Him 
and our neighbors. We speak the words of this article of the Apostles’ Creed followed by 
the explanation. 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P:  What does this mean? 
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C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, 
land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support 
this body and life. 
 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does 
only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
P: Remember us in Your kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE LORD  Numbers 6:24–26 
 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look upon you with favor  and + give you peace.    
C: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN No. 821 “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”     (vss. 1-2) 
 

Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus;  His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph,  His the victory alone.  
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion  Thunder like a mighty flood:  
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation  Has redeemed us by His blood.”  
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Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;   
Alleluia! He is near us;  Faith believes, nor questions how.  
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er,  
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”?  
 
SENDING 
 
P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
C:  Thanks be to God.  


