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You are God’s Temple
... God’s Spirit Lives in You.
1 Cor. 3:15
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Upcoming Events

Oct. 2026
Sun Oct 4, 11, 18, 25

Worship 9:30 am

10:45 am
Growth Hour:
“Joining Jesus”
Small Groups &
All Together Kids

12 pm Confirmation

Oct4
Dedication Sunday

Oct 25
“Joining Jesus”
Block Party
4-6pm

Stay up to date on Music used in our
Worship Service. Just scan the QR Code!
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Through my Window: “Yes, Lord!”

This evening, as | was pulling together my article, | went to Google News to see what was going on in the world and was
struck by the overall flow and theme of the stories. Here is a sampling:

A Tennessee inmate is clinging to life after a botched execution attempt.
The US is sending 10,000 more soldiers to the Middle East.

An investigation is ordered following a stabbing in a plane cockpit.

Cigna launches a $3B dollar initiative in Al to save the organization money.

As | scanned the stories on my screen, it was rather striking to see the things that get our attention as a people? This is
all well and good, but deeper questions needs to be asked, especially in light of our calling to join Jesus on His mission.
What are the things God is concerned about? What gets His attention? Where’s Jesus been messing with you? Not as a
bully, but trying to get your attention? God’s desire is simple: He wants a relationship with you. This relationship is made
possible through the sacrificial death of His Son, Jesus Christ, on a wooden cross at Calvary. Did you know the word
disciple literally means follower? Following Jesus means we follow Jesus. We do the things He desires of us.

In our journey as followers, every one of us is gifted with a variety of resources, all of which the Lord desires for us to
manage in for the purpose of expanding the Kingdom. Several have been given a lot, a small few with little, and most are
somewhere in between. Bottom line: “Congratulations! You are gifted! As followers of Jesus, we all are. The question is,
what are you doing with the many blessings and resources God has gifted you with? Burying them for a rainy day?
Holding onto them for a “what if” moment (be honest, these “what ifs” rarely happen. Right?!)? Nurturing them through
the Spirit’s power? Offering them for the Lord’s service? Let me be crystal clear. Stewardship is not about money. Let me
say that again! Stewardship is not about the money! Yes, money is a part, albeit an important part, but it is not the
complete picture God paints on this topic. Whole life Biblical stewardship focuses on managing our entire existence—
time, talent, treasure—around the cross, and allowing this relationship to re-center our priorities and faith around His
will for our life. It is a call to be bold! It is bold because the priorities of this world are vastly different from those our
Lord bid us to follow.

Every day we have opportunities to be bold with resources, time, money, and giftedness. After all, everything we have
comes from the Lord (James 1:17). It is entirely a matter of stewardship. In fact, stewardship is not a matter of choice,
but a matter of trust! It is also a matter of relationship. When God places a call on our life, all we can say is, “Yes, Lord!”
Jesus never promised that the pursuit of following Him would be easy. In fact, we are promised the opposite. Our faith
often places us at odds with the world.

October is a time for us as a congregation to reflect on our personal stewardship and to consider taking a next step as it
relates specifically to our time, talent, and treasure. From time to time as we evaluate our resources God, may call for
change or realignment of priorities. Maybe this is such a time for you or your family. Change is never easy, but whether
we like it or not, it is a part of life. As we approach Dedication Sunday on Oct 4, Solomon’s words from Prov 3 are a
powerful reminder to, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in
all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Cont. on page 5
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Luther and the Bible

Reformation Day is celebrated by many Protestant churches on October 31.
It commemorates the Reformation and honors leaders such as Martin Luther,
whose courage and conviction helped shape church history.

Luther’s life was threatened because he spoke out against practices he believed did not reflect the true mission of the
Church. Forced into hiding, he found refuge at Wartburg Castle as the guest of the ruler of Saxony.
While there, Luther took on an enormous task: translating the Bible from the original languages into German. This was
no simple project. At the time, Germany was made up of many regional dialects, making communication difficult from
one area to another.
Luther wanted ordinary people to clearly understand God’s Word. To make sure his translation used everyday language,
he is said to have listened carefully to common speech, even consulting the castle’s butcher for familiar expressions and
wording.

Luther’s translation became a tremendous gift to the German people. Not only did it place Scripture into the hands of
everyday readers, but the language he used also helped unify the many German dialects. In that sense, Martin Luther is

often considered one of the fathers of the modern German language.

From the Stewardship Team:

Over the last several months, the Stewardship Committee in concert with Pastor Nathan and the Church Council
have been modifying our programs for the annual Time & Talent Survey as well as how we observe Pledge
Sunday.

Pledge Sunday has been rebranded as Dedication Sunday and moved, this earlier date will give Pastor Nathan
and the Church Council time to use information about our human and financial resources when planning next
year’s ministry and preparing a proposed budget to be presented at the November voters’ meeting.

For the Time & Talent Survey, we reviewed previous efforts and similar programs Pastor Nathan used at other
churches. The revised forms have been included in the Sunday service bulletins. If you haven’t yet, we encourage
each member to complete a separate survey rather than submitting one per family, making it easier to share
responses with committees and event leaders. We also redesigned the forms to focus on specific areas where
volunteers are needed, as well as the preferred contact methods.

Along with the Time & Talent Survey, a weekly giving chart has been included in the bulletins to help you plan
your contributions. Gifts may be made by check, online through the church website, Joyful Response, PayPal, or
Tithe.ly. If you need assistance, please contact the church office at 618-632-0126.

Of course, once you have made a pledge regarding how you will serve God with your time, talents and
treasure, please prayerfully commit to responding to God’s grace by faithfully honoring your pledges.

In His Service,
The Stewardship Team
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Treasurer Gleanings

As of August 31, 2026, the church is still in good shape financially, even though the church is still in the red a little
over $S9K. See below for the financial information.

The church still has a significant money reserve at Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) — round $390K. The LCEF
reserve includes 3 CDs and 2 Steward accounts. The church also has 2 checking accounts at Bank of America (BoA).
The total amount of all these accounts is around $489K.

BoA Checking Accts S 98,457.61
LCEF Reserves $390,420.49

Total S 488,878.10

As mentioned above, the church has a deficit around $9K as the end of August. The church was able to decrease the
deficit with an increase in giving for the month of August as well as a decrease in expenses. Hopefully the increase
in attendance and giving will continue to increase, and the expenses will continue to decrease.

2026 Giving $197,708.99
2026 Expenses $207,243.71
Difference $-9,534.62

The church is starting the last quarter of the year in good standing even with the $9+ K deficit. We have been in this
position before, but hopefully we can have a good run financially and pull the church out of the red by the end of
the year. The church faced some large expenses this year with the hiring of a pastor and continue work on the
church’s Strategy Plan. These expenses are one time and will not occur every year.

Remember “Dedication Sunday (used to be “Pledge Sunday”) will occur on Sunday, OCT 4™. Please review the
pledge form and Time & Talent Survey which have been placed in the bulletins back in September. If you need more
forms, please pick them up in the church narthex.

The church has some automatic tools that will help you give donations to the church on a consistent basis.
Joyful Response (thru LCEF with NO FEES) contact Dave Reynolds if you need more information
Tithely and PayPal (both charge FEES) contact Curtis Kuppler if you need more information

THANKS to all of you as you continue to be good stewards in our church, both financially and with your time/talents.
In God’s Name,

Curtis Kuppler
BSLC Treasurer
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Report from the Property Team:
There are currently no major projects underway, however we are still planning on beginning construction
of “Vern’s Veranda” before winter.

Traci, Nancy and Pastor Nathan are working on an updated form for the use of the facilities at Blessed
Savior. The properties committee hopes to have that finalized for the November voters meeting.

There are several ongoing maintenance issues that are being addressed. If you would like to be included or
if you know of an issue that needs attention, please call or text me at 618-578-8039 or email me

edbrandmeyer@gmail.com

In His name,
Ed Brandmeyer

From Mission Team:
There are several exciting things the Mission
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Message from Discipleship Team

Dear Church Members, Families, and Friends of Blessed Savior,

As we look forward to this Fall season (and change in temperatures!) ahead, we want to pause and reflect on the
heartbeat of who we are called to be. Programs and Sunday gatherings are wonderful gifts, but they are not our
ultimate purpose. Our core calling—given directly by Jesus—is to go and make disciples of all nations.

Over the last several weeks, we have been deeply enriched by studying "Joining Jesus on His Mission." We
learned that Jesus is already at work in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools, and He simply invites us to
join Him. Making disciples isn’t about complicated programs; it is about showing up, showing love, and helping
others discover what it looks like to follow Christ.

To celebrate everything God has taught us—and to put it right into action—you may already have heard of Blessed
Savior hosting a Block Party to help with this mission, and yes, every one of you, are all a vital part of it!

The Block Party:
« When: Sunday, October 25 from 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM
« Where: Right here at Blessed Savior, 1205 North Lincoln in O’Fallon
« What to Expect: An exciting event featuring free dinner of brats, hot dogs, salads and various sides, a local ice-
cream truck, autumn hayrides, a photo op area to capture memories, outdoor games, an inflatables fun zone
area for all ages, prizes, and more surprises!

Here is what you can do to help with Jesus’ mission now and all year long !

« Have kids here to do their part on all Sundays to learn what Jesus’ mission is. Be sure to Have your kids here to
learn the song Joshua 1:9 Be Strong and Courageous they will be singing in church on October 25, a great song
for this mission! TheSong will also be sent to you to practice at home.

« For All adults and kids alike “be strong and courageous” as you invite friends, families, neighbors, or
coworkers to our Block Party or just to church on Sunday! Sign Up to attend and to help in some way in the
church lobby on the white cabinet by the backdoor. There are many areas to help!We can do this!

Our Mission for this Event:
This block party is a wide-open door for our community. It is the perfect, low-pressure opportunity to invite

your neighbors, friends, and coworkers to experience the warmth of our church family, connect with us, and

discover what it means to become disciples for Christ. Your help, presence and your invitations are what will make

this event a success.

We invite you to join us in praying for this mission event. Pray for the courage to invite someone new and pray

that God ignites a fresh passion in our hearts to love our neighbors right where we live, work, and play.

Thank you for your faithful love for Christ and one another. We are excited to see how Jesus continues to move

through us as we join Him on His mission! &

In His service, £ \ A

The Discipleship Team 3 9 *
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We recently completed hands only CPR and Application ADE utilization, let by Dale Schutte.
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1205 North Lincoln Ave
O’Fallon, IL 62269

Psalm 103 (ESV) begins:

“Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that 1s within me,
bless his holy name!

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his

2

What should we “not forget™?

A. goodness C. gifts
B. kindness D. benefits
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