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You are God's Temple

...God's Spirit Lives in You. 1 Cor. 3:15
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Upcoming Events

March 2025
Sun. Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Worship 930 Sun School
Adult Bible Study 1045
Mon. Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
DBSA Support Group 7pm
Tues. Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25
Jr. Confirmation 4 pm
Tues. Mar 4
Elders 7 pm
Wed. Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26
Ladies Bible Study 10 am
Wed. Mar. 5
Ash Wednesday
Worship Service 7 pm
Tues. Mar 11
Quilting 930 am
Church Council 7 pm
Wed. Mar. 12, 19, 26
Lent Midweek Dinner 6 pm

Lenten Worship 7 pm
Thurs. Mar 20
First Day Spring!!
Sun. Mar 23
Kids Sing during Worship
Tues. March 25
Stewardship 6 pm

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 5

WORSHIP
SERVICE 7 PM

REV. PERRY
SCHEFELKER
OFFICIATING

Lenten Worship Schedule
Midweek Lenten Worship
Ash Wednesday
March 5,
Worship 7 p.m.
March 12, 19, 26 Apr. 2,9
Dinner 6 pm
Worship 7 pm
Maundy Thur. Apr. 17
Worship 7 pm
Good Fri. Apr. 18
Worship 7 pm

Don’t forget to change
your clocks on

Sunday, March 9th




Dear Brothers and Sisters of Blessed Sav-
|or,

The season of Lent, a season we're ob-
serving right now, is a penitential season.
During this time of year we take time to re-

flect on our sinfulness and mortality. We examine ourselves to recognize and confess our lacklus-
ter love of God and others. We also recall that, because of our fallen nature, our bodies will die
and turn to dust. That's why during the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday we often hear the
pastor say “dust you are and to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 3:19)

A lot of people don't like this season. They especially dislike recognizing the reality of sin in
their lives and the certainty of death. It's too bleak. Too depressing. And | must admit that ob-
serving Lent takes an emotional toll on me. As | apply ashes to the
foreheads of children, | often get a lump in my throat. | think, “Lord,
my sin and the sin of our ancestors, Adam and Eve, has caused
this sad state of affairs. All of us, from the youngest to the oldest,
will taste death.” Observing Lent, particularly Ash Wednesday, is a
sobering practice.

Yet Lent is an extremely rich and uplifting season. Without self-
examination and realization of sin, we won'’t see our need for Je-
sus. We won't bring our sins to the Lord, asking for forgiveness
and the strength to lead more loving lives. To ignore the sin in our
lives is to let it reign unchecked, allowing it and the devil to knock
us around like a pifiata. What's more, such examination drives us |
to Jesus where we experience his love and cleansing. True. It'sa |
humbling experience. But | have no problem humbly bringing my
sins to Jesus only to have him lift that burden away and lift me up
as his redeemed and dearly loved child. What a feeling of freedom &
to go to God honestly, sins and all, and know that God has thrown |
my sins into the depths of the sea, never to be seen again. What a
feeling of exhilaration to know that God has made me his own and
chosen me and all believers to be “a royal priesthood, a holy nation =
—a people belonging to God, that we may declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness
into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

So, yes, Lent is a sobering time. But we celebrate it knowing that Easter is coming. We cele-
brate Lent knowing that the One who died for sins also rose again. Jesus paid a tremendous price
to release us from sin, death and the devil. He made the ultimate, once for all sacrifice that brings
us peace with God. And Easter shows that God the Father was well pleased to accept that sacri-
fice. Observing Lent and Easter powerfully underscores the words of our Lord in Jeremiah 31:14:
+ ,-../012/34-156012-27 -2/6 869: ,-.. ;65<61/345 =2>7-?4 /345 7.=>24@ @ <61 @6116, A B=9
that wonderful news guide and bless your Lenten and Easter celebrations. See you in church!

Love in Christ, Pastor Tony

FIRST SUNDAY in Lent SECOND SUNDAY in Lent FOURTH SUNDAY in Lent
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Glorify Gather Give Go

Blessed Savior: Where God'’s Blessings Flow by Phyllis Miesner,
Secretary of Council, BSLC

Do Blessings flow at BSLC? We adopted this statement Where God'’s Blessings flow some time
ago. How about one of our Goal words, Go, defined as “Working outside the church "? How about “Love
Our Neighbor "? No doubt 2024 was tough for BSLC and many of us may have felt lost and thought, “What
blessings are flowing and where are we going ? What neighbors are we showing love to? Well, on Sat-
urday, 15 February at the annual Rolls and Goals planning meeting church leaders and council members
looked at all the information gathered through our BSLC congregation wide listening meetings last fall, facili-
tated by Rev. Bill Geis, and realized that Blessings did and still are flowing , that BSLC was going out and
about, and we did show love to our neighbors last year and still are today! Let me explain and prove it!

What a blessing it was to still be present last year at BSLC and to still hear the Gospel preached!
We may have been small, but our heart was big with Jesus’ love ! (You almost needed a bull horn to stop
us from loving each other during Sharing Peace time! That hasn’t changed!) We still had kids to teach at
C =2>,4=14=.14=>9 ,61D-2762C 1 /316073 God’s Grace we are moving on! Through our con-
gregation working together we are still “Feeding His Sheep” through Sunday School and are serving those
in need by prayer, communion, and visitation. We did Go into the community with our family service project
at the O’Fallon wide “City Fest” with a Baby Changing Station for parents and grandparents and siblings!
We have already been asked back! We went with Thanksgiving Turkeys to Unity Lutheran School in East
St. Louis and Christmas gifts for the LCFS Angel Tree for kids. We gave donations to the Mosaic baby bot-
tle project! We went out with media improvement for shut-ins, movie nights, and our fun outreach of Trunk
or Treat and Chili cook off! Don't forget our quilting ladies who send God’s love in form of quilts all over the
world! And our ladies who make fleece baby blankets for those in need.

A couple of weeks ago a stranger asked BSLC to use the church for a family funeral as her church
had a water issue during that horrible, cold weather. What a great example of Blessings Flowing and
spreading God'’s Love- for us because we could help and for her and her family as the recipient. | am sure
there were other “Blessings Flowing, Going, and Feeding of Sheep examples that you can think of!

Now, it is time to look and analyze a way to plan for moving forward in 2025 with the help of the
whole congregation and to revisit what may have gone by the wayside such as our youthful acolytes
(already began again) , our families and members who share the love by greeting and lecturing
(already began again ) on Sunday mornings. Small bible study groups for spreading God’s word and build-
ing family and community also is something we are excited to get going again! We took a new look at our
4Gs Discipleship Pathway: Glorify,  Gather, Give, and Go and possible opportunities and actions to take
to use all our talents for building Discipleships in our church and beyond. Three Words-Family, Communi-
ty, and Youthful - will help us to focus our strategic direction and to tell where we are in our ministry oppor-
tunities and process. We will be looking at the “calendar seasons” to decide when to plan different pro-
grams and activities to continue to build Christ’ Discipleship.

Well, | bet some of you are a little nervous and skeptical! | get it! | was worried more before this all
began and was afraid we might end up a church that wasn't helping Blessings to Flow, or Going out into
the community and serving and not Loving our neighbor outside our church walls as God has asked us to
do. This Sunday, 2 March, Rev. Geis will be here again to help us move forward and answer questions you
may have as we are getting close to calling a pastor! Come to church and bible study as usual but stay to
learn and grow —to help BSLC grow! Be looking forward to our date for our Voters’ meeting and plan on at-
tending! | am thankful that God has given us some new ways to build his church and such a great Congre-
gation to do it with!




The Sunday School classes took some time out from

their lessons to make Valentine greet-

ings. Handmade cards with heartfelt notes and a

chocolate candy were mailed to those both near and

far. We sent out 22 valentines to church members,

military and to friends of congregants. We have

heard back from some of the recipients...it seems

days were brightened and smiles were made. As we

teach the truth and power of God’s Word in Sunday

School, it is important also to provide opportunity to

touch lives as Jesus did. Being Jesus’ hands and
feet by offering simple gestures of loving concern for others can provide a struggling person with a
little spark to get through the day. As our theme reminds us, “For we are God’s workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians
2:10

During Sunday School Opening time, PreK through 6th grades gather together in the sanctuary
to collect offering, sing praises to God and pray before heading down to class. We have been
learning a new song and will be sharing it during the service on March 23. We will most definitely
be making a joyful noise unto the Lord!

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 19
at 10:00 a.m. with lots of Christ centered fun and activities for ages up
to 6th grade...Puppet show, crafts, cookie decorating and an outdoor
Egg Hunt! Mark your calendars and invite some friends! Typically, the
Confirmation class and Youth group meets on the Thursday morning be-
fore Easter at 10:00 a.m. to stuff the eggs. However, we did not have
that many youth this last year, so we need more help! If you are availa-
ble on Thursday, April 17 at 10 a.m. and would be w___illing to help
stuff the Easter eggs and fill the Jelly Bean Praye  r bags, please let
Ryan know. Many hands make light work. Adult and youth volunteers
are also needed on Saturday at the Egg Hunt. Just to let you know, Christian Ed will be needing
candy to be donated for the Easter egg hunt. A donation box will be placed in the Narthex starting
on 30 March. Please contact Ryan if you can help or have any questions. It would be GREATLY
appreciated!

Finally, even though VBS does not officially start until May, we have started planning for it now.
That means that we will need volunteers to help out. Right now we are asking if there are any
members of the congregation who would like to be a part of the planning process and be a co-
director or a group leader please let Ryan know.

Created in Christ!
Ryan Moureau

SAVE THE DATES!

VBS 2025
JUNE 9—13
5:30—8:30

“Trusting Jesus in A Wild World”




One of the things that | have learned in our 4 and one-half years at
Blessed Savior is the importance the congregation places on Christian
Education. That takes the shape of Sunday School, Vacation Bible
School, Confirmation Classes, Sunday School Christmas Programs,
Easter Egg Hunts, etc. and, more recently, Children’s Messages and
Acolyting (again) in the services. The picture of the congregation that
most appeals to me is “Family.” And, families include children and
grandchildren. The life of our congregation encourages an environment
where faith is nurtured and where spiritual growth is encouraged. That's
as it should be.

During His ministry on this earth
Jesus said: “Let the little children
come to Me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these” (Mt. 19:14). Heaven
is not just for adults. It’s for children
too. I don’t have to remind you that
children are not perfect. They some-
times talk when they are supposed to
E4 F0-4/ -2 ,61@3-G: 3-/,342 /349 =14
26/ @0GG6@4> /6 >6 @6: ;1=,. 02>41 /34
G4,@: 61 @-27 6<< D{®es. You may
have withessed some of those things
from our grandchildren in worship.) In
defense of all the children who have
misbehaved, they are just being chil-
dren. They are in the early stages of
life. They have lots to learn and live.
It's a privilege of our congregation to
guide, nurture, and teach children as they grow in our midst.

Later this month, March 23, children of our congregation will be
singing in worship the theme song for this year's VBS, “Trust in the
Lord.” How important it is for us to take to heart those words! When
dealing with our personal problems the problems of others, the vacancy
of our congregatlon you fill in the blank for yourself It is difficult for me
to trust in the Lord when

| am grateful for a congregation/church famlly where children are
welcomed and appreciated. | am grateful for a congregation/church
family where children are guided and taught. |1 am grateful for a congre-
gation/church family where children are not expected to act like adults. |
am grateful for a congregation/church family where children are treated
as part of Jesus’ kingdom on earth — and, one day in heaven!

Finally, | am grateful for the support of teachers, parents, grand-

parents, and other members who support our Christian Education Minis-
try. You are our heroes!

Pastor Perry Schefelker

| heard the voice of
Jesus say, “Come un-
to me and rest.

Lay down, O weary
one, lay down your
head upon my breast.”
| came to Jesus as |
was, SO weary, worn
and sad.

| found in him a rest-
ing-place, and he has
made me glad.
(Horatius Bonar, 1846)

Many people these
days feel exhausted
by division, the news,
hatred that seems
louder than love. More
than ever, we who are
“weary, worn, and sad”
need to hear Jesus
say, “Come unto me
and rest.”

Jesus wants to be
our resting place —
but not so we can hide
forever from reality.
Instead, he offers a
place of refreshment
where we can relax
long enough to re-
member that not eve-
19/3-27 -@ E=>: /3414 -@
gospel to share. Not
4?419/3-27 -@ 3=/14>:
God's love is stronger.

Resting in Jesus,
we focus on God’s
goodness. We are re-
minded of love shown
by kind people to
those in trouble, bold
voices speaking for
justice, warm friend-
ships that brighten our
days. Gladdened by
rest, we rise again.
Jesus walks with us,
as always. We can
lean on him every step
of the way.—Heidi
Hyland Mann
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The theme for the Midweek Lenten Series this year is "From the Agony
16 134 H;@/=@9l .66> ,4=/ =2>J4=1@: K4=1/ K=2@ =2> C6-;L
es." We will focus on some very human experiences in our Lord's Pas-
sion and in our lives. We will see how the agonies of our Lord pro-
duced the ecstasies of our faith. Please join us as we revisit the road
to the cross, beginning with Ash Wednesday Holy Communion on
March 5th at 7:00 pm. As in the past a meal will precede the service at
6:00 pm. except for Ash Wednesday. Here is the Mid-Week Lent
Schedule:

March 5 — Ash Wednesday: “Blood Will Tell” (Pastor Perry)

March 12 — Lent 2: “Sweating It Out” (Pastor Tony)

March 19 — Lent 3: “His Tears, Our Tears, No Tears” (Pastor Perry)
March 26 — Lent 4: “You've Got to Have Heart” (Pastor Tony)

April 2 — Lent 5: “You’re in Good Hands” (Pastor Perry)

April 9 — Lent 6: “Voices That Will Be Heard” (Pastor Tony)

) n
“When you do nothing,
you feel overwhelmed
and powerless,” ob-
served Connecticut pol-
itician Pauline Keezer.
“But when you get in-
volved, you feel the
sense of hope and ac-
complishment that
comes from knowing
you are working to
make things better.”
Indeed, it's impossible
to shine light in some-
one else’s life without
lighting up your own.
We might think be-

ing generous toward
another with our time or
possessions leaves us
with less. But as Jesus
said, “Whoever loses
their life for my sake will
find it” (Matthew 10:39,
NIV). How common it is
that when we minister
to others in Christ’'s
name, we find we have
also — or perhaps even
more so — received
ministry. This is the mir-
acle of God’s love at
work.




For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-
pared beforehand, that we should walk in
them. (Eph. 2:10)

Some pastors refer to these words as “the
most forgotten words in the Scriptures.” They
are forgotten because they follow the familiar
and critical words before it. The preceding
two verses that overshadow Ephesians 2:10
are words of justification: “For by grace you

have been saved through faith. And this is 26/ 9601 6,2 >6-27: it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). These are
words preached regularly. They are assigned as confirmation verses. They
carry with them the very heart of what it means to be a redeemed child of God!

Precisely because the previous verses are so central to salvation, they of-
ten overpower our practice of stewardship! We have been saved by grace.
This is certain and sure because of Jesus. Works play no role in our salvation.
No credit taking for us! Grace is freely given. Faith is miraculously created by
the Spirit and joyously received. This truth is so wonderful and so encompass-
ing that we often miss out on WHY we are redeemed.

The grace of God revealed in Jesus calls us to faith. But St. Paul doesn't
stop with grace and faith. He continues to the logical conclusion. Just like the
creation declares the handiwork of God, the redemption of sinners like you and
me declares His greatest handiwork! Redeemed stewards are created to re-
flect the grace and mercy God showers on us to others.

As Lutherans, we understand that good works flow from faith in Jesus
Christ. They are the fruit of the tree of salvation into which we have been graft-
ed by grace. Sanctification and stewardship are both on-going and active con-
fessions of what the Lord has done in us. These works are not always spec-
tacular. Many times, they are simply parents showing Jesus to their children.
They are compassionate actions that live out the truth of the Gospel to co-
workers and even complete strangers. While they can be grand endeavors,
more likely they are simple, beautiful works which highlight what Jesus has
done in us.

These works aren’t random either. They have been planned by God. God
planned to use you as a faithful steward as you walk the road that leads you
through your daily life. There are no chance encounters or coincidences. They
have been planned by the Lord of the universe for the benefit of His creation.
Good works are what point to God’s greatest work: Jesus!

He calls you and me to walk in this faith, which flows from this grace, which
has been poured out on us in Jesus. But even this is not to our credit. We are
simply called to be faithful stewards of God'’s grace so that we may share it
with those who need is as much as we do. God’s Spirit carries us along in this.
We are just the steward — the instrument in His hand to accomplish His plan
and glorify Him!

3"9 !

The hurricanes that
battered the East
Coast in fall 2024 also
battered my soul. |
was over the rain and
humidity. | was tired of
lugging my two pre-
schoolers through the
downpours and driving
through flash floods at
night. Yet | had no rea-
son to complain. Our
house was still stand-
ing, with no damage.

The news around
us was worrying and
heartbreaking. “What
if that was us?” | won-
dered. “Would | be
strong enough?”

Then the kids
asked to play outside.
Even though | knew
they'd get wet and
muddy, | gave in.
When a rainbow ap-
peared, I'd never been
more humbled as |
remembered: | don'’t
need to be anxious. |
don’t need to be
strong enough. God
watches over us all.
He knows the hurt and
sorrow. And he prom-
ises to be “our refuge
and strength, a very
present help in trou-
ble” (Psalm 46:1,
ESV).

Lord, forgive my
unbelief. “Hear my cry,
O God ... when my
heart is faint. Lead me
to the rock that is
higher than I” (Psalm
61:1-2, ESV).—
Kristen Greene




Just Four Hours Reversed Everything  Ashley sat in the sterile room, her
heart heavy as she swallowed the abortion pill. Her mind raced: Where’'s my
boyfriend? Why won't they let him be here with me? | just wanted to see the
ultrasound. As the pill took effect, she felt the burden of what she had just
done.

Outside, she snapped back to reality and remembered the card someone
handed her before she entered: Abortion Pill Reversal. Trembling, she dialed
the number. It was 2:33 PM. Within hours, the Mosaic team had arranged eve-
rything, and by 6:36 PM, Ashley had begun the abortion pill reversal treatment

;< )0) : 9

The O’Fallon Community Food Pantry is grateful to Blessed Savior for donat-
ing Food collected through the recent food drive for the Souper Bowl of Caring
food drive.

“60 Chicks” Sing at Nursing Home

Members of our congregation are invited to join Jean Miller and the residents of
Caseyville Nursing Home on March 7th, Friday, at 2:00, to hear "60

Chicks." Margene Jerrolds has arranged for these retired teachers - singers
from the Edwardsville area - to come to Caseyville Nursing Home to sing songs
from the 60ies. Anyone who would like to go to see Jean and Margene with
the residents of Caseyville Nursing Home, are asked to meet at BSLC on Fri-
day, March 7th, at 1:00 to carpool. There is a sign-up sheet in the nar-

thex. Jean would love to see you!"

Thrivent Choice Dollars (donate by March 31, 2025)  Choice Dollars
lets eligible clients with membership help choose where Thrivent distributes a
portion of its funding each year. Your eligibility is based on insurance premi-
ums and contract values. If you have Choice Dollars to direct, PLEASE do-
nate them to eligible organizations. If you don’t, then Thrivent will choose
where the money goes to. Remember Blessed Savior is a valid organization
to donate your Choice Dollars to. Thank you for your generosity. If you have
any questions around Choice Dollars, then contact your Thrivent representa-
tive or the Thrivent office.

Fasting and Feasting
During Lent, consider this practical — and biblical — advice from Arthur
Lichtenberger, a former presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church:

Fast from criticism, and feast on praise.

Fast from self-pity, and feast on joy.

Fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace.

Fast from resentment, and feast on contentment.
Fast from jealousy, and feast on love.

Fast from pride, and feast on humility.

Fast from selfishness, and feast on service.

After moving to a col-
lege town, Pastor
Kendra Thompson
learned about the ath-
letic phenomenon
known as March Mad-
ness. And after a non-
denominational up-
bringing, as a young
adult she learned
about Lenten tradi-
tions.

Lent and the NCAA
college basketball
tournament, which
usually coincide, both
point to the divine,
Thompson argues. “In
Lent, with each day
we are drawn closer to
the crushing reality
that we've crucified
our God. And yet we
are also faced with an
impossible victory:
that death did not win,
that our God is raised
in Jesus Christ,” she
writes. “Likewise,
watching college bas-
ketball invites us into a
season of hoping in
unlikely possibilities,
marveling at upsets,
and giving thanks to
God for the connec-
tion we find as his
people.”

Like fans swept up
in high-stakes games,
Jesus’ disciples aban-
don everything to fol-
low him. Lent might be
“holy madness,”
Thompson muses. It's
“an opportunity to ‘feel
our religion, not just in
our heads but with our
skin, our voices, even
in the anxieties of our
prayers.”




16—RJ Kinsella
16—Larry Gruhn,

18 — Jessica Schmidt
18—Karen Anders
19—Cynthia Brecks

2 Sawyer Thomas

2—Barb Applegate, Mason
Feldmann

We are sorry if
your birthday or
anniversary has
been overlooked.
Please call the

7 Kristen Conrad
8 — Roger Miesner

9—Kim Lloyd 20 Morgan Kjosa church office,
10 — Alexa Drouin 21 Bailey Leech 632-0126 or email
12 - Bill Gass 23—Hannah Husemann Nancy at nan-

cy@mybslc,org
SO we may add
your name to our
list. Thanks for
your help.

13—Harry Russell

14 - Jayni Lintvedt

15 — Laura Schutte Vied
15 - Emily Colvin-Garcia
15—Ben Siron

23—Brandon Rust
25—Jackson Brady

27 — Jon Rust, Sam Williams

29 — Keith Szolga

30 — Blake Bartimus, Zora Boggs

21 - Blake & Lynn Bartimus
28—Thomas & Cynthia Brecks

In his Confessio, St. Patrick shares his fascinating biography, placing Jesus
at the center. Believers should follow suit, especially in a culture that is
“ignoring and forgetting the Christian story,” states Father Billy Swan. At
WordOnFire.org, the Irish Catholic priest writes:

“Our calling is to retell the greatest story ever told and to help people find
their place within the drama in which God has created them to participate. Like
St. Patrick, we retell that story not as detached bystanders but as witnesses
whose lives have been changed by being drawn deeper into the dynamics of
the great love story of God and his people.”

Patty Breen, a lay minister in Michigan, also finds inspiration from the fifth-
century saint. “The journey and life story of St. Patrick invite us to wrestle with
and consider these questions,” she writes. “Who is God for me? How do | con-
tribute to the coming of the kingdom of God? What is God’s plan for my life?
Where am | invited to serve?”

Writing down our own Confessio, or faith story, is “a way to remember and
see God’s presence with you at each step of your life,” adds Breen, “even at
times when you weren’t necessarily following God.”

Join the Lutheran
World Relief
QUILTERS on Tues-
days, Mar. 11, Apr. 8,
& May 13 from 9:30-
12:00 p.m. to tie
quilts. (We don't actu-
ally quilt by

hand. Instead we se-
cure the layers by hand
tying them.) Come
and join us for a time of
good ole fellow-

ship. Hope to see you
there! Mark your cal-
endar for the 1% Tues-
day of each month. If
you have any fabric
pieces, thin blankets,
curtains, drapes,
sheets, etc. you no
longer need, the quilt-
ers would love to recy-
cle them into quilts.










Blessed Savior Lutheran Church

1205 North Lincoln Ave.
O’Fallon, IL 62269
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