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Upcoming Events

December 2024
Sunday, Dec. 1, 8, 22
Worship 930
Sun. School Adult Bible
Study 1045
Mon. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
DBSA Support Group 7 pm
Tues. Dec. 3, 10, 17
Jr Confirmation 4 pm
Tues. Dec. 3
Elders Mtg 7 pm
Wed. Dec. 4, 11, 18
Ladies Bible Study 10
Advent Dinner 6 pm
Advent Worship 7 pm
Sun. Dec. 8
Christmas Program
Rehearsal during Sunday
School
Tues. Dec. 10
Quilting 930 am
Church Council 7 pm
Thurs. Dec. 12
Fellowship Committee 430
Sat. Dec. 14
Christmas Program
Rehearsal 9 am

Birthday Party for Jesus
11 am
Sunday, Dec. 15
Christmas Program during
Worship 930
Reception to follow
Sunday school Adult Bible
Class following 1045
Tues. Dec. 17
Christian Ed 7 pm
Tues. Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Worship
With Communion
7 pm & 10 pm
Sun. Dec. 29
Worship 930 am
No Sunday School
Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

Worship
Schedul

HRISTMAS

Schedule of Holiday Services 2024
Saturday, November 30
Hanging of the Greens 9 am
Wed., Dec. 4, 11, 18
Advent Dinners—6 pm
Advent Service—7 pm
Sat. December 14
Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsal 9 am
Sunday, December 15
Children’s Christmas Program 9:30 am
Christmas Eve December 24
Candlelight Communion Worship 7 & 10 p.m.
Sunday, December 29
Worship 9:30 a.m.
No Sunday School
Sunday, January 5
Worship 9:30 a.m.

T0 FULFILL WHAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN BY THE PRI]PHET

Matthew-1:22, €SV




And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. Luke 2:9

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Blessed Savior,

Ever since the brightness of heaven flooded
the hills of Bethlehem and the light of a star guid-
ed the magi to our newborn Savior, lights and
Christmas have been inexorably linked. Lights
and Christmas just seem to go hand and hand.
As | drive home at night, | can’t help but “ooh”
and “aah” over the homes decorated with Christ-
mas lights. They really put me in the Christmas spirit! And truth be told, |
sometimes turn out all the lights in our living room and gaze at the lights on
the Christmas tree. The lights seem to convey a feeling of peace and
calm.
But electric Christmas lights and candles aren’t the source of our peace
and joy. They're beautiful and I like them very much, but they're not the
true light. They're not the true light associated with Christmas. The true
light is Jesus. The true light is that infant born in Bethlehem who would
later say, “| am the Light of the world.” (John 8:12) Jesus dispels the dark-
ness of our sin and shows us the Father. He lights our path so we don’t
stumble and fall into the devil's traps. He lights up our minds and hearts so
that we see ever so clearly that Jesus bore the cross for us to take away all our sins and is holding us in his
mighty arms. He brings light to our lives so that we see the depth of his love for each and every one of us.
So, brothers and sisters, enjoy those electric Christmas lights. | know | will. Gaze at the beauty of the
lights on the Christmas tree. But more importantly, bask in and walk in the light of Christ who tells us in
John 8:12, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.” Have a blessed and joyous Advent and Christmas!
Love in Christ,
Pastor Tony
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It is true that God deserves our worship and praise for all that He has done for us. And in

the birth of Jesus into our world, born to save us from our sins, born to give us eternal life—
God has given us His very Best. To which we can onl  yrespond: “Come, Let Us Adore Him!”
The events surrounding Jesus’ birth—the prophecies foretold and fulfilled, the birth of John to point
to Jesus, the divine way God guided Mary and Joseph, the preservation of Jesus’ life from King
Herod—all speak to God'’s intimate involvement in our salvation. This is the God we adore—the
God who spared not His own Son but gave Him up for us all.

Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as you do the same for
others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast the audio devotional, access them on your
mobile device through the FEREE app, or listen with Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa, or Google Home.
These seasonal meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of these seasons.

(Submitted by Pastor Perry)




Special Needs Members this Christmas

One of my roles as one of your Vacancy Pastors is to call on the sick, shut-in, or others with special
needs. Sometimes, the rest of the congregation doesn’t know about their situation unless they are on a
“Prayer List.” Some of our members with special needs that prevent them from worshipping with us have
been very active in the past in worship and service. Our Church Prayer List indicates some of their health
issues.

Many of them have changed addresses and phone numbers for one reason or another. Compared
to other congregations, Blessed Savior has relatively few members who fit this category of “Special Needs
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them a Portals of Prayer and Church bulletin. | sometimes say to them: “When you can’t come to the
church, the church comes to you.” | am privileged to be able to do this as your representative.

I have found in the past that Christmas is a good time for members to connect/reconnect with these
valuable members of God'’s church and our church family. So, | am updating you on who they are and
what their current addresses and phone numbers are. Perhaps, you can remember them with a card,
phone call, or visit in this Advent and Christmas Season.

Rick & Barb Applegate F % H>9I=42AB+5 =>>C I I"
Rick: 618-444- % J<2>>KF =54/!#444-0287(cell).

Wayne Kemp FL2?6A:C2 M>=<2 N 09<B>=C; 522GF ‘ECA=9C =G5 8A % #

=>>C | I'"F 2>>/1# -567-4657(cell). (Wayne is currently attending worship with us again at
Blessed Savior. He was “miraculously” cured of a very serious foot infection that had gone into the bone.)

Dean & Cheryl Krantz (Have recently started attending worship with us again.)
861 Bassett St., O'Fallon, IL. Dean’s cell: 618-780-5970. Cheryl's cell: 618-339-1970.

Jean Miller F =62?@9>>2 E569CP Q O2B=4 O3 601 W Lincoln Ave, Caseyville, IL 62232.
Phone: 618-444-3954 (cell).

A M=E>6 5 :33EC9A? 2CA25 O3 !F R26 AH AB22A
2>>2@9>>2 >>1 FI14#233- "F!# -960-7309 (cell).

Bob Strohm J:4 B=6 B=; = D::A 9CD2<A9:CF 8259:;9<=>>? 52<28®Z9:C =A <BE5<B C: B:32 @969A6 K
S.=8>2 AF =>>C I#  -632-2065.

Laurie Tatge F L2?6A:C2 M>=<2 N 09<B>=C; 522GF ‘ECA=9CE +5 0:3 ! J.23:5? =52KF
=>>C | I'"F 2>>/1# -979-"T™ :C H@=C 52<29@26 B25 3=9>F B96 8B:C2 CE®B! S#330-
1302 — lives in O’Fallon.

Georgia Trefftzs F .=6<:EA=BF !S" 2P=<? M> 8A F .=6<EA=B ! # '# -566-4101(cell). Georgia
6:32A9326 =AA2C;6 U9:C EAB25=C .=6<:EA=BF V9@B323=9C = 323425 B252F 8=5A :D >2662; =@9:5 6
Weekly Prayer Team (Warriors). Her son, Jeff, is a member here.

Jeff Trefftzs F W::G :CD953=A9:C >=66 B252 V9AB 32 =C; 42<=3323425 9C AB2 >=6A ?2=5F <E552CA>"

ing with his dad in Moline, ILL. 618-960-7524 (cell). His health has improved dramatically but still has a
serious disease.

Pastor Perry (Schefelker)
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Fellow members of Blessed Savior Lutheran Church |

would like to introduce myself again as your new Council

Chairman. On Sunday November 17" | was elected

again to the office of Church Council Chairman during a

special election. This was to fill the office as our previ-

ous Chairman Marv Schatz was vacating as he was only
filling in temporally. Marv did a wonderful job as Council Chairman for these
past five months in leading the Council. We owe him many thanks and wish him
and Connie well now and in the future.

| previously held this office for three terms. So, | have the experience of
overseeing the council and moving projects and congregation’s requests
along. Not all requests will be approved but all will be discussed and decided
on by the council. | have been a member of Blessed Savior for 21 years. In
that time, | have served on the Worship and Stewardship Committees and as
stated the Council Chairman. Also, | would like to introduce the new Council
Vice-Chairman Roger Miesner. This office has been vacant for a few years and
Roger has gracefully accepted the nomination and election to this office.

At the voters meeting in November, | received a few requests to relook at the
budget for the upcoming year. | can a sure all of you that | and council will take
a close look at each issue particularly the Social Media line item. The 2025
Budget was passed except for the Social Media line item. This was deleted
from the budget and the council was asked to relook at what is needed as a so-
cial media/ministry and to keep the cost down.

If you have any questions for concerns, you would like addressed by the
council please contact me or one of the members of the Church Council and we
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Keith Szolga, Chairman

Preparations are underway for the 2024
Christmas Program. The Sunday School
children will perform during the regular
service on December 15 with a cookie
reception and then Sunday school.

Children will be practicing songs and
parts during regular Sunday School times
with a special practice on Saturday, De-
cember 14

December 14—Program Practice
Arrive at 9 for practice

Jesus’s birthday party for students at 11 am

Practice and meal completed approximately 1130 am

December 15—Program

Children arrive in their Sunday School room at 9:00 a.m.

9:30 Service/Program begins.

Cookie reception followed by Sunday School.

Please bring a platter of cookies to share.

There will be no Sunday School on December 29.

Join the Lutheran
World Relief
QUILTERS on Tues-
days, Dec. 10, Jan. 14
and Feb. 11 from 9:30-
12:00 p.m. to tie

quilts. (We don't actu-
ally quilt by

hand. Instead we se-
cure the layers by hand
tying them.) Come
and join us for a time of
good ole fellow-

ship. Hope to see you
there! Mark your cal-
endar for the 1% Tues-
day of each month. If
you have any fabric
pieces, thin blankets,
curtains, drapes,
sheets, etc. you no
longer need, the quilt-
ers would love to recy-
cle them into quilts.




ChUT'Ch . 12 November 2024 Council Meeting
=% uTlCll The 12 November Council Meeting opened with a short devotional revisit of
- the Beatitudes by Vacancy Pastor Tony Troup from Matthew 5. Pastor Tony contin-
ues to meet with confirmands on Tuesdays and attends Circuit meetings for District 5
regularly. Vacancy Pastor Schefelker reported BSLC will have 2 services on Christ-
mas Eve- 7:00p.m. and 10:00p.m. After a discussion with the elders, it will be deter-
mined which services will be candlelight and have communion. Pastor Schefelker continues to make per-
sonal visits and administers communion to shut ins as well as maintain BSLC'’s preaching pastor schedule.

The Preaching Pastor Schedule for the remainder of November and all of December is as follows:
Nov. 3 — BIll Geis
Nov. 10 — David Pelsue
Nov. 17 — Tony Troup, Communion
Nov. 24 — Perry Schefelker
Nov. 27 - Peter Kirby, 7:00 Thanksgiving Eve Service

Dec. 1 — Bill Geis, Communion

Dec. 4 -.9;v22G T/ 83 52AA 852=<B9CPF M255? >9A&5P96

Dec. 8 - Perry Schefelker

Dec.11- Midweek, 7:00p.m. Tony Troup

Dec.15- Sunday School Christmas Program, no communion, Perry Schefelker
Dec.18- Midweek, 7 pm — Perry Schefelker

Dec. 22- 52AA 852=<B9CPF M255? >9AE5P96A

Dec. 24-7 and 10 p.m Tony Troup

Dec. 29 — David Pelsue

Treasurer Curtis Kuppler reported as of 8 November our A:A=> <B2<G9CP =<<ECAV=6Y S# ST F
total LCEF reserves were $ 266,059.99 and our total Giving was $37, 224.96 with total expenses at
$18,930.53.
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out of 80 left for decorating. Christian Ed board voted to move the Christmas program from 8 December to
15 December because of how late Thanksgiving is and the need to practice. Practice dates will be during
Sunday School openings and in Sunday school classes 17 and 24 of November and 8 December. Satur-
day, 14 December, will be formal dress rehearsal with the Birthday Party lunch for Jesus following the prac-
tice. Christian Ed budget is $5,500.00 for 2025.

Our Hurricane relief fund drive was successful! Ed Brandmeyer for the Board of Elders reported the
Hurricane Relief Fund collection totaled $8506 ($4253 from members and $4253 from Elders Benevolent
Fund). Elders’ Budget for 2025 is $29,250.00.

Fellowship board chair Ginger Kieffer says that Fellowship is always busy! She reported that the Trunk
or Treat and Chili Cook-off went well. Due to the busy Holiday Season Bunco will be postponed until after
the New Year. As usual BSLC will be providing Wednesday Advent dinners on the 4,11, and 18 of Decem-
ber at 6:00p.m. Fellowship Committee will host dinner on 4 December and other council committee/boards
will host the 11 and 18 December dinners. The Fellowship board will increase their budget this year. Fel-
lowship is not only responsible for Sunday Fellowship time but also other events such as snacks for special
:<<=69:C6 =C; DEC25=> >EC<B2:C6F D2>>:V6B98 822 (AAE62 AB2 BO9PB25 4E;P2A B:V2@25 D::; 859<2
plates, napkins, paper towels, etc. are costly. The Fellowship Budget for 2025 is $2,600.00.

Ed Brandmeyer, Properties chair, said the fellowship hall is essentially complete. New window treat-
ments and few touch-up spots are needed. The grass growing in the parking lot has been torched. The
women’s bathroom update is next. Fire alarm box in Nancy's office needs to be replaced and computer up-
grades need to be made. A meeting is being planned to discuss the parking lot repair/upgrade. Properties
Budget for 2025: $55,200.00.

Dale Schutte reported Stewardship Committee completed both the Tithe envelopes for placing on
the altar on Tithe Sunday and Time and Talent forms (to be picked up from table by sanctuary entrance).
There are still a few BSLC shirts available. Stewardship Budget for 2025 is $200.00.
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(Church Council continued from page 5)

The Worship committee representative, Eric Stake, suggested changing our
Christmas Eve worship schedule from 7:00p.m. and 11:30p.m. to 7:00p.m. and
10:00p.m. and move the candlelight & communion service to 10PM. The IT/
technology budget will get hit hard due to Windows10 going “end of life” which
requires us to purchase new machines. For the office and pastor machine, the
Vostro model 3910 will run us about $850 with a replacement monitor $250-
$300 for a total of $2300 for the two office machines as a one-time expense. For
the sanctuary machine, Worship is looking at a custom build to provide the best
capability. We should also think about replacing the projector in the sanctuary.
We would like to put this in as a mid-range purchase request. We can keep the
existing monitors here to save money. For the server, we are not affected by
end-of-life as it runs Server OS and not Windows. The hard drives seem to be
doing well. The Worship Budget for 2025 is $6.500.00.

Tyler Owens, Youth Board Chair, reported that the Youths budget for 2025
is $3,150.00 and the Evangelism Outreach’s budget for 2025 is $4,500.00.

Curtis Kuppler reported on Strategic Planning. The listening committee held
4 on-site/face-to-face meetings in which 39 BSLC members attended. There
were a lot of comments/thoughts/dreams/opinions shared. Terry Colvin sent out
an email to all the other BSLC members, who could not attend, with the same
guestions asked at the meetings. We will call the members who do not have
email. Information will be presented to Pastor Bill Geis. Ed Brandmeyer talked to
several local city offices about how we could be of service to the community. It
was discovered there is also an organization of local churches who meet and
discuss possibilities of support also for the community.

The Voters’ Meeting, Sunday, 17 November 2024 will be at 8:30 am prior to
church service. Keith Szloga’'s name will be presented and voted on for the re-
maining term of the Council Chairman position which ends in April, 2026. Curtis
Kuppler will present the budget at the Voters’ Meeting.

Pastor Perry Schefelker led a closing devotion and prayer, and meeting was
adjourned.

Glory of Christmas

The Glory of Christmas
will take place at St.
Matthew Church in
Belleville, 1200 Mo-
reland Dr. on Decem-
ber8&9at7 p.m. The
message is delivered by
an ensemble of over
300 talented cast, choir
and orchestra member
amid beautiful cos-
tumes, realistic scenery
and live animals. Ad-
mission is free and a
love offering will be tak-
en.

What a great Fall Festival we had! The Trunk or Treat
and Chili Cook-off was well attended and a lot of fun.
Due to how late Thanksgiving and a short Christmas
season this year the Ladies Bunco will be on hold until
after the New Year.

Thanks to all the helpers for the fall Festival. Without
your help with chili, baked goods, etc. it would not be
such a success!

We will again be having Advent dinners at 6
p.m. prior to our Midweek Advent services at
7:00 p.m. Advent dinners will be provided on
December 4, 11, and 18. Each week will be
sponsored by a different committee with a
different menu. Come and find out what is on
the menu each week. Everyone is invited!

Christmas Adam

Need a fun new tra-
dition to liven up your
Christmas celebra-
tions? Then join the
growing number of
Christians who ob-
serve Christmas Adam
— the day before
Christmas Eve!

In honor of the first
human, enjoy some
barbecued ribs and an
apple salad or dessert.
Your family might ex-
change small gifts on
Christmas Adam or do
last-minute shopping
together. Some people
temporarily rename
their pets that day, just
as Adam named the
animals in the Garden.

No matter how you
celebrate, have fun on
December 23 as you
remember why Jesus
had to come to earth
in the first place!




Repenting of “Yours” and “Mine”

Retailers have had their Christmas displays up
since before Reformation Sunday. The kids have
made their list and checked it twice, or three times or
more. It won't be long before the tree will start shed-
ding its needles, the stockings emptied, the gifts un-
wrapped, toys broken, and the too small or out of style
clothes returned. Before we know it, the annual cele-
bration of Christmas will be over.

But for the children of God, we know that the gift of Christmas doesn’t ever
end. Week in and week out, the Lord continues to shower His gifts on us. Every
time the Lord gathers us to His house, and we are led to kneel at His table, the
gift of forgiveness is repeatedly granted to us. It is nothing we deserve. It
comes to us freely!

The fourth stanza of the stewardship hymn, “Forgive Us Lord for Shallow
Thankfulness” (LSB 788) highlights both this gift and our response.

Teach us, O Lord, true thankfulness divine,
that gives as Christ gave, never counting cost

To learn thankfulness is necessary. The parents of young children are well-
versed in the fact that they must teach their children thankfulness. It does not
come naturally. The spiritual genetics inherited from our parents allow us to
think that the world revolves around us. When we receive something, there is
an inward desire to think that we in some way deserve it.

But there is no way that we deserve anything we get from our Lord. We
need that ongoing lesson from God Himself. Thankfulness toward God is
worked in us by the Holy Spirit. God’s Word works this thanksgiving in us. We
need this weekly reminder that Jesus didn't consider “equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied Himself” for us, to the point of death on a cross
(Phil. 2:6). He didn’t bat an eye. He paid the price! Our life of stewardship is
one of daily and weekly thanksgiving inspired by the Lord Himself.

That knows no barrier of “yours” and “mine,”
assured that only what'’s withheld is lost.

Because Jesus gave us everything and more, there can be no ownership.
The child at Christmas is quick to claim that the newly gifted toy is “mine!” But
as Psalm 24:1 asserts, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the
world and those who dwell therein.” There isn’t anything in creation that is ours.
When we cling to and claim ownership of anything in creation, we are losing out
on the continual gifts with which the Lord desires to shower upon us. Closed
hands cannot receive anything new. We cling to the old and dead and miss the
new thing that the Lord desires to do in and for us.

We are led to repent of the “yours” and “mine” and remove the lie that we
have any ownership. In this we have the promise that God will continue to give
to us. Not just at Christmas, but every Sunday at the altar in the Lord’s house.
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The Incarnation

At the center of
Christmas is Jesus,
both fully God and ful-
ly man. “In Bethlehem,
humility and glory in
their extremes were
joined,” wrote pastor
R.G. Lee (1886-1978).
When Jesus came to
earth, Lee explained,
he descended:

from the heights of
glory to the depths of
shame,

from the wonders
of heaven to the wick-
edness of earth,

from exaltation to
humiliation,

from the throne to
the tree,

from dignity to de-
basement,

from worship to
wrath,

from the halls of
heaven to the nails of
earth,

from the corona-
tion to the curse,
from the glory place to
the gory place!

“Born in a stable!
Cradled in a cattle
trough! Wrapped in
swaddling clothes of
poverty!” Lee wrote.
“No room for him who
made all rooms! [NO]
place for him who
made and knows all
places! Oh, deep hu-
miliation of the Creator
— born of the crea-
ture, woman! But in
his descent was the
dawn of mercy. Be-
cause we cannot as-
cend to him, he de-
scends to us.”




A Hobby Turned Ministry

The internet has transformed shopping, whether for Christmas, major
purchases or even groceries. I've spent hours scrolling Facebook Mar-
ketplace for just the right new-to-me items. Hunting for a great deal or a
unique piece is part of the appeal.

But after reading Philippians 2:4, | also began paying attention to the
people | encountered along the way. “Don’t look out only for your own
interests,” that verse says, “but take an interest in others, too” (NLT).

A retired couple all but invited me to dinner when | bought a lamp
from them. | remember the woman'’s delight as she described her reci-
pe. A young man with developmental challenges who sold me a video
game communicated its quality much better than anyone I've encoun-
tered.

When a mom purchased some chairs from us, she shared her excite-
ment while loading her van. Her family now had a “real home” after liv-
ing in an RV during a tough time. Once | bought furniture from a woman
who was visibly stressed, exhausted from helping her mother-in-law
move out of state.

As my transactions turned into interactions, my heart was changing
— for the better. My hobby became more enjoyable and meaningful as |
took time to listen and care. —Janna Firestone

The Light of Life

Most sand comes from coral and rocks that get ground into tiny grains. But
in a few places, like some beaches of Japan, the bits of sand are shells or
skeletons that once housed single-celled organisms. A magnifying glass re-
veals their star shape: a rounded middle and five or more spines, like a sea
star.

These unique creatures live on undersea reefs and share their interior with
algae called diatoms, which convert light into carbohydrates and oxygen
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diatoms produce energy to feed them both. When these organisms die, the
star skeletons wash onto beaches, protecting the islands even after their own
lives end. Our amazing God designed astounding creatures!

This same Creator made us able to take in light from Christ. Jesus said, “I
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me ... will have the light of
life” (John 8:12). When we receive his light, it becomes in us the “energy” we
need to do good: to love others, care for people in need, appreciate nature —
including star sand! — and give glory to the Artist of this entire incredible world.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

Look Upon Love

Let us then meditate upon the Nativity just as we see it
happening in our own babies. | would not have you con-
template the deity of Christ, the majesty of Christ, but
rather his flesh. Look upon the baby Jesus. Divinity may
terrify people. Inexpressible majesty will crush them.
That is why God took on our human flesh and blood, that
God should not terrify us but rather that with love and
favor God would console and comfort us.—Martin Luther

Walking With
Those Who

Grieve

The holiday sea-
son can be difficult for
people who are griev-
ing a death or deep
loss. As Christians, we
do well to be aware
that not everyone
feels wholehearted joy
this time of year. How
can we support them?

Grief counselor
Alan Wolfelt explains
that walking alongside
— “companioning” —
one who grieves “is
not about assessing,
analyzing, fixing or
resolving another’s
grief. Instead, it is
about being totally
present to the mourn-
er, even being a tem-
porary guardian of [his
or] her soul.”

Among Wolfelt's 11
tenets for
“companioning the
bereaved”:

It's about being
present to another
person’s pain, not tak-
ing it away.

It's about listening
with the heart, not an-
alyzing with the head.
It's about walking
alongside, not leading.

More tips are avail-
able at
www.centerforloss.co
m/2019/12/

May God bless you
as you share the love
of the Christ Child, his
caring parents and his
compassionate heav-
enly Father with peo-
ple who are hurting.




1—Cheryl Krantz

2—Ryan Moureau

5—Sloan Colvin

6—Laurie Tatge

9—Dennis Brockmeyer

11 — Brooks Colvin

15 — Erik Lintvedt, Dale Schutte
15—Gwen Borsch,

17 — Lauren Williams

17—Luke Lesire

20 — Tammy Ellington, Carrie Johnson
21 - Danielle Stake

1-Charla Morton
5-Natalie Bartimus
6-Terry Colvin, Matthew Bowman,
7-Connie Schatz, Rachel Schmidt
7—Mikaila Soberanis
8—Hadley Williams

21-Anna Satrom, Eric Stake, Ellie Ernst
22-Stephanie Williams

24 -Cheryl Vohlken, Hayleigh Williams,
Thomas Borsch, Mary Bruns

25-Nathaniel Ellington,

26- Andrew Mabry

26-Simoriah Longhorn, Connor Gass
27—Amy Boggs

28-Mark Berens,

29-Thomas Satrom, Tom Sotiropoulos,
30-Rick Applegate, Isabel Calzada

27 — Don Drouin, Marc Ellington
27—Emil Lintvedt

28 — Audrey Lesire

28— Mark Morton, Bill Feldmann
31 — Ed Brandmeyer,

1- Greg & Angie Conrad
14—Mike & Tyler Owens
19 — Rick & Barb Applegate
31— Gabe & Audrey Alvarado

If we have overlooked your anniversary or birthday,
please notify the church office. 632-0126.

29 George & Kim Kruse




The true meaning of
Christmas

A few years ago, my
Christmas season cen-
tered on the arrival of a
baby — our second child,
due December 23. Ex-
hausted with pregnancy,
| skipped out on holiday
gatherings, did less dec-
orating and baking than
usual, didn’t send cards
and didn’t plan a holiday
dinner, assuming — cor-
rectly, it turned out — I'd
be in the hospital then.

It was a strangely quiet
Christmas season, with
our focus on the impend-
ing arrival. But once our
baby was born, in the
last hour of Christmas
Day, all the missed par-
ties, caroling, cookie-
indulging and even pre-
sent-opening paled in
comparison. All that truly
mattered was God’s gift
to our family of this one
very special baby.

Isn’t this how Christmas
should always be?
Seasonal activities are
fun, but they hold
meaning only if they
deepen our focus on
the coming of one very
special Baby — the
Christ-Child. Hold him
in your heart this sea-
son, as | held my new-
born that Christmas
night. If the hustle and
bustle distracts you
from the Baby, put an
end to it. If traditional
activities prove more
stressful than joyous,
consider what you can
let go of to embrace
the true meaning of
Christmas — the birth
of Jesus, God’s gift of
love. —Heidi Mann

Manger Hearts

God came to earth in the Christ-
mas birth of a tiny baby boy,
Whose life and death are re-
deeming us yet with blessings,
grace and joy.

Our minds may know this history
but stand in awe at mystery.

So faith becomes the way to
make our hearts like “manger
hearts”

where Christ can dwell and God
imparts his wondrous love each
day. —Peggy Ferrell

Celebrate the Light

Bursting through December nights

that could be long and cold,

our Christmas lights bring warmth and joy
with colors soft or bold.

Cascading from the rooftops,

and from trees both small and tall,

the lights cry out, “We have good news!
We want to shout to all.

“You've seen the darkness earth can hold,
AB2 6:55:VV V=5 =C; D2=5F

but God has sent his Son for all,

to show his Love is here.

“The darkness can't put out God'’s Light.
Christ’s with us day by day,

illuminating paths so we

can follow in his way.”

Light homes and streets and candles.
Make your world shine clear and bright.
God’s love surrounds and blesses us.
Come, celebrate God'’s Light! —Peggy Fer-
rell

The Heart of Christmas
Sound over all waters, reach out from all lands,
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Sing hymns that were sung by the stars of the morn,
Sing songs of the angels when Jesus was born!
With glad jubilations
Bring hope to the nations!
The dark night is ending and dawn has begun:
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one! ...
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East, west, north, and south let the long quarrel

cease.

Sing the song of great joy that the angels began,
Sing of glory to God and of good-will to man!
Hark! joining in chorus
The heavens bend o’er us!
WB2 ;=5G C9PBA 96 2C;9CP =C; ;=VC B=6 42PECF
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,

All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one!
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