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Semi Annual Voter’s Meeting

Upcoming Events
November 2018
Sunday, Nov. 4 Sunday, November 18
Zath Anniversary Immediately following the 1045 service
Mon. Nov. 5 Please come to this important meeting.
Stppart Gl 7 Main topic will be the 2019 Budget |
Tues. Nov. 6 MEE11ING
Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Polling Place 6-7pm
Quilting 10-3 p.m.
Wed. Nov. 7, 14, 28
Ladies Bible Study 10
Confirmation 530
Adult Choir 7 p.m.
Sun. Nov. 11, 19, 25
Worship 8 & 1045
Sun. Nov. 11, 25
Bell Choir 12
Mon. Nov. 12, 19, 26 . .
Support Group 7 pm 22nd Annual “Home Alone
Tues. Nov., 13 e .
Church Council 7 pm Thanksgiving Dinner
Sun. Nov. 18
KOOL Choir 12
Voters’ Meeting 12 ThurSday, November 22
Tues. Nov. 20 1:00 p.m.
Christian Ed 7 pm
Wed. Nov 21
No Ladies Bible Study
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship 7 pm
Thurs. Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed
22nd Annual
“Home Alone”
Thanksgiving Dinner 1 pm
Sun. Nov. 25
No Sunday School
Tues. Nov. 27
Evangelism 7 pm
Sat. Dec. 1 i i
Advent by Candielight Midweek Advent Worship
3:00 p.m. Wednesdays December 5, 12, 19
Wed. Dec. 5 i
Midweek Advent Worship Dlnne.r 6 pm
Dinner 6 pm Worship 7 pm
Worship 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 21, 2018

7:00 p.m.

Advent by
Candlelight

Saturday, December 1
3:00 p.m.
Come celebrate the coming
Nativity of our Lord and Savior




A Recipe for Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving is quickly approaching (Nov. 22) and, of course, families
and friends will be gathered together around a Turkey (or Ham) dinner with
all the fixin’'s. Pumpkin and Apple pies will saturate the room with pleasant
aromas. Thanksgiving is the time to experiment with new recipes!
Thanksgiving is a big deal.

But | don't think it's uncommon to forget why we celebrate Thanksgiving
even though it's purpose is clearly stated in the name of the holiday: Thanks - Giving! Yes it's a time to
gather with family and friends around a meal, but how many of us find ourselves more stuffed than the tur-
key and glued to college football game until our stomachs rob the blood from our brains to help digestion
and we fall into an over-indulged food induced coma? I've certainly been guilty of this kind of Thanksgiving.

King David offers us a better recipe for Thanksgiving. It's found in Psalm
103:1-5. Take a look.

Praise the +, -./01
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
% Praise the , my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
2 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
*who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
®>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

The great thing about this recipe is its simplicity! There are only two ingredi-
ents: 1) A Soulful Praising (in my inmost being), and 2) Remembering (and not forgetting) all His benefits.
If I can put it another way, there is the main ingredient, praising and thanking God and then there are the
collective spices that really give the main ingredient its incredible flavor.

The first ingredient seems simple: Praising and thanking God inwardly and deeply. But you and | both
know how bland our thanksgiving can be resulting in a tasteless and joyless existence. Israel had times
when they kept the traditions going but they got to be repetition without truly honoring God. The Lord
showed Isaiah this kind of tasteless thanksgiving in his people when he said, " “These people come near to
me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is
based on merely human rules they have been taught.” Isaiah 29:13. It seems like they were missing some-
thing. Does our thanksgiving praise sometimes look like this? What is it that makes “Praise” taste so good?
Isn’t it all the spices that God provides? What are they? David tells us:

1)Forgiveness and healing (vs 2) are what | like to call God’s “ALL” Spice, because God promises to
forgive ALL our sins and give us healing for ALL our diseases. God’s All Spice has such great flavor be-
cause no matter what sinful delights we have ingested throughout our life that lead to a bad taste in our
mouths and turn out to be harmful to us, God has given us the spices of complete forgiveness and complete
healing that will follow us into the kingdom of glory. These spices have no expiration date. They are eter-
nal.

2)Redemption, love and Compassion. To complement His forgiveness and healing, He adds more
flavor. It's one thing to be forgiven and healed by God, but what if he adds the sweetness of redemption,
love and compassion? The reason we know God'’s doesn'’t just forgive us and heal us spiritually to then let
us go off on our own, is his great heart which provides a plan of redemption through the offering of His be-
loved Son, Jesus, who showed us God'’s love and compassion dying and rising, and then by giving us the
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saking us! (Continued on page 3)




3)Satisfied desires. The third spice God includes in His Thanksgiving recipe is
the flavoring of satisfied desires which he provides through giving us good
things. How many times do we think we know the recipe for thankfulness
but the things we long for are actually detrimental to our satisfaction. If |
just had more money... I'd be more thankful. If | just had a better spouse...
I'd be more thankful. If | just had a better job... I'd be more thankful. If |
had more free time... I'd be more thankful. If | just had more freedom to do
what | want, without rules and restrictions... I'd be more thankful. St. Paul
knew how to be content in every situation. He could see the hand of God
at work for his good even when the conditions were less than appealing.
Like a wonderful after-taste that explodes in your mouth God's hardships
can be turned into sweet delight.

The end result of such a recipe for Thanksgiving is a renewed spirit, “so
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s” (vs. 5). The footnote from the Con-
cordia Study Bible explains, “The vigor of youth is restored to match the pro-
verbial unflagging strength of the eagle.”

Most Thanksgiving meals leave me a bit lethargic. I'm
gonna try this year to enjoy God’s recipe for Thanksgiving. If
you want to try it, let me know how it went. It would be fun to
hear from you how you enjoyed your Thanksgiving meal this
year!

While our Thanksgiving festivities usually last a day, our
thanksgiving for so great a God should be never-ending.

To God alone be our praise and thanksgiving,
Pastor Vern

P.S. Don't forget to sign up for Thanksgiving baskets so that those who
are less fortunate may give glory to God for His gifts given through us.
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“Time to Thank,

Time to Share”
Thanksgiving is a time
to share.

A roasted turkey stuffed
with care,

potatoes, yams and but-
tered rolls

are passed around in
festive bowls.

But first we thank our
God above

and share with others
his great love.

The dish served last is
always best —

a slice of pie for every
guest.

—MaryAnn Sundby

Always Thankful

Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote
the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the
time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Europe,
claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as pastor in Ei-
lenburg, a walled town that became a crowded refuge
for starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was struggling to
provide for his own family, he opened his own home to
people in need.

After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conduct-
ed up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his

wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote many
hymns, including “Now Thank We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table
prayer, it's now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s “countless gifts of
love” — even during hardships.

Be thankful that you
don't already have eve-
rything you desire. If you
did, what would there be
to look forward to?

Be thankful when you
don’t know something,
for it gives you the op-
portunity to learn.

Be thankful for the diffi-
cult times. During those
times you grow.

Be thankful for your limi-
tations, because they
give you opportunities for

improvement.

Be thankful for each new
challenge, because it will
build your strength and
character.

Be thankful for your mis-
takes. They will teach
you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you're
tired and weary, because
it means you've made a
difference.

—Author unknown




The fun, festive and crazy busy Advent and Christmas seasons are fast
approaching. The Sunday School children are practicing for the Children’s
Christmas Program scheduled for Sunday, December 15, at 10:45 am.
This is a change from the evening program of previous years so be sure to
mark the date on your calendar and share with your family and friends.
The program will be meshed with the regular church service. Please come
to support the children’s performance
and lend a helping hand if you can.
Between now and December 16
program parts and songs will be as-
signed and practiced so make an extra effort to have children at clas-
ses or speak to your child’s teacher so they can plan accordingly.
There will still be a dress rehearsal and Birthday Party for Jesus on
December 15 and a Cookie and Punch reception after the program on
December 16.
There is no Sunday School on November 25 due to the Thanksgiving holiday. December 23 and 30 will
not have classes due to the holiday break. Normal classes will resume on January 6.
In a nutshell the Sunday School calendar for the remainder of 2018:

November 11 - regular Sunday School classes with program practice
November 18 - regular Sunday School classes with program practice
November 25 - NO Sunday School

December 2 - regular Sunday School classes with program practice
December 9 - regular Sunday School classes with program practice

December 15 - 9:00 am — Program Dress Rehearsal (PreK — High School)
Birthday Party for Jesus lunch immediately following (approximately 11:00 am)
December 16 - 9:15 am All Sunday School classes meet in the sanctuary for final run-through

10:45 am Children’s Christmas program performance
Cookie and Punch Reception to follow (church basement)
December 23 — NO Sunday School
December 30 — NO Sunday School

A sign-up sheet will be posted in the narthex for items needed for the Birthday Party for Jesus lunch
A light lunch of hotdogs, chips and carrots will be provided. We are in need of adults who would be will-
ing to prepare and serve the meal.  Thank you for your help!

All are invited downstairs after our Christmas Program for a Cookie & Punch reception. We would
ask all families to bring a platter of cookies (Nut free & Peanut Butter free please) to share . We ap-
preciate your help with this!

Just a reminder that Nursery staff is available each Sunday from before first service to after second ser-
vice including the Sunday School hour. Please make use of this benefit and share this information with oth-
ers.

22nd Annual “Home Alone”
Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 22 -1:00 p.m.

Please sign up in the Narthex if you and your family would like to at-
tend. Also, sign up for the thanksgiving dish or dishes you would like
to bring.

This Thanksgiving marks the 22nd anniversary of the “Home Alone”
Thanksgiving dinner. This annual tradition of Blessed Savior was start-
ed so no one would be “Home Alone” on Thanksgiving. So, if you don’t
have anyone to spend the day with, please come! There’s always plen-
ty of food, fellowship and fun.




As many of you may
know, or do not know, | am
an avid runner, and as such |
love to listen to various music
or talk shows as | run. This
past month however | was
given a lecture series by a

member of the congregation. This lecture series discusses the Reformation,
primarily looking at the works and life of one Martin Luther. Naturally, being a
lover of history, | began to listen to it regularly as | exercised. The more | lis-
tened though, the more | began to resonate with one particular line that Luther
said over and over in his life.

“I am baptized!”

Such a familiar phrase to us, because we all who are in Christ have been
baptized into His name. Baptism washes us from our sin and makes us clean.
One only needs to remember the words of the apostle Peter to know the saving
power of baptism:

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they for-
merly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought
safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as
a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good con-
science, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having
been subjected to him.” (1 Peter 3:18-22)

On paper, being baptized is a fairly simple thing to understand, as our sin is
removed and through Christ we are made into the sons and daughters of God.
However, we tend to think of baptism as a one-time event. Baptism does not
happen just once, though we only receive one Baptism. Baptism, the death of
our old sinful selves and the rising of the new self, happens daily. This was a
remarkable comfort for Luther, and is a wonderful com-
fort to all Christians. Baptism washes away our sin, and
we can point to it to that one event where we know we
have received the Holy Spirit.

As | continued pondering over this though | began to
remind myself that | am baptized, and given the free
grace of God. However, | am baptized, which means |
am a new creation in Christ. So...what does that mean?

The world today seems to be full of anger and crass
words. People speak harshly to those who don’'t agree
with them. The whole of the nation seems to be tearing
itself apart in a bloody feud between political parties.
And yet, | take comfort in this, “I am baptized”.

This one declaration is not just the proclamation of

my assured salvation, but also where | find my identity.

How do | react to this raging world? “I am baptized” and

so | live the life of one who is baptized. | pray for all,

speak well of all, and proclaim Christ to all. 1 am assured in my identity because
it is in me or within this world. It is within Christ, who promises life and salva-
tion. Itis in Christ, who gives us the ways to live in this world by being the per-
fect example of humanity. It is in Christ, who promised that Baptism saves us
and identifies us as one saved by Christ, ready to follow Him. When the entire
world seems to have gone astray, lost in a search for meaning, for purpose, for
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Enterprise
Center
Volunteer
Corner

Unfortunately, we had
to cancel our first
event. | am hoping to
get a date in Novem-
ber.
Looking to work one of
these dates in Novem-
ber:
Friday, NOV 23
Nashville Predators
Monday, NOV 19
LA Kings

Please check your
calendars to see if you
are available to work
one of these dates. |
will let you know which
date we have been
assigned...

Hoping the Blues
will be playing better
then, so more fans
show up, and then we
can make some mon-
ey...
Of course, prices
have gone up, and
some food choices
have changed.

We are always
looking for some addi-
tional volunteers for
our team. PLEASE
consider coming and
helping out, even if it
is only for 1 game...

Thanks to our past,
present volunteers!!!!
Curtis Kuppler
BSLC Enterprise Center
Volunteer Coordinator




Chairman’s Chat
I would like to THANK the following people
who were part of the 25" Anniversary Celebration
committee: Phyllis Miesner, Nancy Schmidt, Ja-
net Satrom, Ed Brandmeyer, Muriel Mayer, Pastor
Vern, Pastor Matt, and Wendi Gorney
The celebration was held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 4™, The worship service included a return of
the BSLC Vocal Band. Thanks to Paul Kempton,
David Kempton and Mike Bradfield who came from out of town. The vocal
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The next important event at the church will be the Voter’'s Meeting on Sun-
day, November 18" (after the 2" service). The church council will be present-
ing the budget to the church congregation for approval (as well as some other
business). All Voters’ Meetings are important (no matter the subject being pre-
sented), so | hope to see ALL of you there.

Then in the final weeks of the 2018 calendar year, the church will be busy
preparing for the holiday season, which culminates with the birth of our Savior
Jesus Christ on December 25™.

I want to wish you all a Happy and safe Thanksgiving!!!

In God’s Name,
Curtis Kuppler, BSLC Congregational Chairman

Choir News
November choir dates are as follows:

Adult Choir:

*Wed Nov 7 - 7pm Practice

*Wed Nov 14 - 7pm Practice

*Wed Nov 21 - 3<2 4.8 =>@<G-23?73<2 J?; K.8->371 L%
warm up.

*Wed Nov 29 — 7pm Practice

KOOL Choir:

*Sun Nov 18 - Immediately following second service. Lunch
first

*Sunday Dec 2 — Immediately following second service. Lunch first
Blessings,

Marty

“Crazy Cycle”

This Sunday, November 11, Amy Will has offered to start a new Sunday
School Bible Study Series called “Crazy Cycle.” We will have to do a bit of
jostling for space but we will start our first session in the Sanctuary after the
Sunday School opening. This is especially for couples with small children so
don’t be afraid to bring them along.

In this 4-part series, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs sheds light on an often over-
looked, yet indispensable element of a healthy marriage—respect. Combining
biblical instruction with scientific expertise, Emerson provides insight into the
unique ways in which God has designed both men and women and how they
can rightly embrace their differences in marriage. As couples come to see the
heart behind their partner's complaints, they will better understand the place
for both love and respect between husband and wife. Rather than becoming
another statistic, struggling marriages can break their Crazy Cycle and be-
come thriving marriages by living in accordance to God's good design.

Join the Lutheran
World Relief QUILT-
ERS on Tuesday, De-
cember 4, January 8
from 10:00 - 3:00 to tie
quilts. (We don't actu-
ally quilt by

hand. Instead we se-
cure the layers by
hand tying

them.) Bring your
lunch and join us for a
time of good ole fel-
lowship. Stay the en-
tire time or as long as
your schedule per-
mits. Hope to see you
there! Mark your cal-
endar for the 1% Tues-
day of each month. If
you have any fabric
pieces, thin blankets,
curtains, drapes,
sheets, etc you no
longer need, the quilt-
ers would love to recy-
cle them into quilts.




Fellowship and Fall were in the air for 2 recent events --
our Fall Festival and Chili Cook off on October 28 and
our 25" Anniversary Celebration on November 4!

Thanks to all our chili cooks
and for everyone coming out
for the Fall Festival! Perfect
hot dogs and marsh mellows
for s-mores as well as chili
were hard to resist this time of

the year!! Although our Anniversary Celebration on

November 4 was a wet day, it was wonderful see-

ing old friends and making new ones! Thanks to
everyone for providing desserts, providing helping
hands, or a donation.

Another great upcoming fellowship event will be Advent
by Candlelight on December 1 starting at 3:00 p.m. in
the downstairs Fellowship Hall. Come join in this pro-
gram of Verse, Scripture, and Songs. Mark your calen-
dars now. Any questions, contact Jane Stancliff at 618-
304-0560. Refreshments will be provided!

You've been invited by WENDI
GORNEY to join "BSLC - Youth"

This season we’re raising money for
BSLC - Youth with the Schwan's Cares
program.

You are invited to join our campaign to
help spread the word to your own
friends and family! Once you join, you
will easily be able to share with the
online tools provided.

Our group earns up to 40% cash back
each time we shop for delicious foods
from Schwan’s Home Service, Inc. be-
tween Aug 19 2018 and Jan 01 2019.

Schwan'’s offers over 300 high-quality,
family-pleasing foods that are flash-frozen and delivered to your door. It's an
incredibly easy and convenient way to raise money.

There are no subscriptions. Order at your convenience.
Please join our team to raise money for BSLC - Youth today!

Thank you!
WENDI GORNEY

Advent by
Candlelight

Saturday, Dec. 1
3:00 p.m.

For Christians, Ad-
vent is a time for re-
membering how the
world waited in an-
ticipation for God’s
promised Messiah to
come.

An event like Ad-
vent-by-Candlelight
is an opportunity for
us to gather together
and spend some
time focused on

Jesus and the real
meaning of

Christmas.
Come celebrate
the coming

Nativity of our Lord
and Savior




The Long
View of
Advent
Advent is
about prepar-
ing not only
for Christmas
but also for
Jesus’ return. According to Scripture, that
won't be the calm, silent scene described
in Christmas carols.

In 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached: “It
is very remarkable that we face the
thought that God is coming so calmly,
whereas previously peoples trembled at
the day of God .... We have become so
accustomed to the idea of divine love and
of God’s coming at Christmas that we no
longer feel the shiver of fear that God'’s
coming should arouse in us. We ...
[forget] the serious aspect, that the God
of the world draws near to the people of
our little earth and lays claim to us.”

M.93-0.7;1:;00C; 3<2.9
hands at the end of time. But
during Advent, also be in awe
of God. Embrace a reverent
fear of the Lord that reminds
you how profound it is that
God chooses again and again
to draw near and lay claim to
you.

A Holiness Invasion

“Advent” means “coming,” of
course, and the promise of Ad-
vent is that what is coming is
an unimaginable invasion. The
mythology of our age has to do
with flying saucers and inva-
sions from outer space, and
that is unimaginable enough.
But what is upon us now is
even more so — a close en-
counter not of the third kind but
of a different kind altogether.
An invasion of holiness. That is
what Advent is about.
—Frederick Buechner, The
Clown in the Belfry

The Long View of Advent

Advent is about preparing not
only for Christmas but also for
Jesus’ return. According to
Scripture, that won’t be the
calm, silent scene described in
Christmas carols.

In 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer

preached: “It is very remarka-

ble that we face the thought

that God is coming so calmly,

whereas previously peoples

trembled at the day of God .... We have become so accus-
tomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at
Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s
coming should arouse in us. We ... [forget] the serious as-
pect, that the God of the world draws near to the people of
our little earth and lays claim to us.”
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during Advent, also be in awe of God. Embrace a reverent
fear of the Lord that reminds you how profound it is that God
chooses again and again to draw near and lay claim to you.

While Waiting ...

Advent does not lead to nervous tension

stemming from expectation of something
spectacular about to happen. On the contra-
ry, it leads to a growing inner stiliness and
joy allowing me to realize that he for whom |
am waiting has already arrived and speaks
to me in the silence of my heart.

Just as a mother feels the child grow in her
and is not surprised on the day of the birth,
but joyfully receives the one she learned to
know during her waiting, so Jesus can be
born in my life slowly and steadily and be
received as the one | learned to know while
waiting.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Genesee Diary




LCMS Stewardship Ministry
November 2018 Newsletter Article

Sometimes people don't like it when pastors talk about steward-
ship. For some, it hits too close to home. It is easier to talk about bad
people in Washington, in history, or overseas than it is to think about
what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like — how we are
supposed to love our neighbor.

The fact that we don't like hearing about stewardship certainly
means we ought to face it. Here are a few simple and practical reali-
ties.

God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. This means we should
give off the top. We should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church
and give that first. We write the check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the mortgage or pay
for our medicine or pay for anything else.

We don't pay for all the stuff we need, and think we need, and then give from what is left over. That is
the first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But that is the point of
“sacrificial.”

Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a
tithe — 10 percent? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. In the Old Testament,
the Levites received this tithe so they could be full-time ministers.

Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples of all
nations” (Matt. 28:19).

And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gos-
pel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).

So, if 10 percent was needed in the Old Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New
Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less than a tithe?

First-fruits, sacrificial, generous giving — that’s the way. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking that
we’ve out-given God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty.

We might be tempted to think so but consider — no one in the Church has given plenty because no one
has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only the sinless Son of God did that.

Or, as St. Paul said, bringing the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the
Lord’s work in the Church:

“| say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine.
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9).

As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It's law, and the law shows
our sins. It calls us to repentance.

The law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing us Christ and His fulfillment of the law.
If first-fruits, sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point.

In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus took the disciples’ five loaves and two fish and
blessed them. It was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something from
nothing.

Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite possible some of
them held something back. But even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes
something out of nothing.

He, who fed His people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’'t need their bread. But they
need to give it. And what they give, however little it might be, however grudgingly they do so, He blesses
it.

He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them, the givers — not just in that they
wind up with (a basket full for each loaf) but that they learned to trust and rejoice in Him.

The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly or asks us to fast. We do not
know what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord.

He does all things well and works all things together for good. The disciples don’t give their bread to

Jesus because it is a good investment. They give it because He is good, they love Him, and they trust
Him. Let us go and do likewise.




1—Charlene Rust
3—David Boggs
4 — David Ziegler

20—Caleb Stancliff
22—Andrea Wiesner,
23—Lynn Bartimus,

6—Wendi Gorney Trey Stake
7—Kathy Husemann, 26—Katie Haupert,
Dean Krantz, Peggy Russell Jason Rust

8—Amy Martin
9—Jane Stancliff
10—Katilyn Jackson,
Christi Poteet, Tyler Koudelka
15—William Sullivan,
16—Gus Williams

27—Collin Jackson,
Brandon Gass
27—Michael Sotiropoulos
27— Niki Backhus
29—Chris Rust
30—T.T. Maxheimer, Georgia Trefftzs

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
2 — Gus & Stephanie Williams
4—Emilie & Chris Wickline
11—Erik & Jayni Lintvedt

15 Todd & Wendi Gorney
20—Kevin & Amy Calzada

24 — Ken & Cheryl Vohlken

If we have overlooked your
anniversary or birthday, please
notify the church office.

632-0126.

Rummage Sale Update

We just want to thank everyone for their help in
making this year's Rummage Sale a success.
Without each and every one who brought items,
helped mark items, helped during the sale and
helped clean up, this could not have been a
success. We brought in $1,148.00 that was
split between the Elder’s Benevolent Fund and
Believe Memorial Foundation for Cancer Re-
search. Special thanks to Mandy Couture for all
her help.

Linda Williams, Linda Tucker and Sandie Rust.

As we approach the
holiday seasons, this
is a great time to rec-
ognize how our Heav-
enly Father blesses
us. Not only did He
send his Son Jesus
for our eternal salva-
tion, He provides so
much more than we
need for our daily ex-
istence. Let us
acknowledge how
generously God pro-
vides for us by sharing
our blessings with
those less fortu-

nate. On October 28
we started our annual
mission for the
Thanksgiving Baskets.

As of the printing of
this newsletter we
have had sign ups

for only 31 baskets.
This Sunday, No-
vember 11 is the last
day to sign up as the
food is due back to the
church during the
coming week. You
can find the sign-up
sheets in the Narthex,
and see how you can
share with others in
our community.




Veterans’ Day
Program

The City of O’Fallon will
hold its annual Veterans
Day Program on Mon-
day, November 12th at
the O’Fallon Veterans’
Monument, 737 East
Wesley Drive, O’Fallon.
The guest speaker will
be Major General John
C Flourney Jr, Chief of
Staff, US TRANSCOM.
The names of 27 newly-
inscribed veterans will
be introduced at this
time. The program will
commence at 11:00
a.m. Patriotic music se-
lections will begin at ap-
proximately 10:40 a.m.
Veterans are encour-
aged to wear their med-
als. Please bring your
own lawn chairs &
drinks. In case of in-
clement weather, the
ceremony will be held at
The First Baptist Church
of O’Fallon, 1111 East
Highway 50, O’Fallon.
Attendees should give
themselves a little extra
time to arrive, as there
will be some traffic redi-
rection that day. Handi-
capped parking will be
available at and near
The Monument.

Make your preparations 'Advent'-urous
Advent — the first season of the liturgical year — in-
cludes the four Sundays and weeks prior to December
25. Advent dates from the fourth century, when it lasted
40 days and included fasting and solemnity, much like
Lent.

Advent is from Adventus, Latin for “coming,” referring to
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and also his second coming.
The traditional colors of Advent are purple for penitence
or blue for hope.

Observing Advent is a meaningful, adventurous way to

prepare for Christmas. Buy or make an Advent wreath

and use candles of your choice: four blue, four purple,

or three blue or purple and one pink. If you have a fifth spot, add one white
Christ candle. During meals or devotions, light only one candle the first week.
Add another for each new week (the pink candle traditionally marks the third
week), concluding with the white candle (if you have one) on Christmas. The
increasing light reminds us we're getting closer to celebrating Christ’s light
coming into the world.

Boar's Head Festival: You
are invited to attend the Boar's
Head Christmas Festival at
Peace Lutheran Church, 737
Barracksview Road, St. Louis,
; Mo. Tickets will be available
after , Nov. 1, by calling the
church at 314-892-5610. The
festival performances are Thurs.
Nov 29, Fri. Nov. 30 & Sat. Dec.

Boar's fead®
¢ Festival

1 at 7:30 and Sun. Dec. 2 at 2:30 & 6:00 p.m.

Thank you, veterans!

On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who've served and sacrificed in
one of America’s armed services.

On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with
German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, President Wilson de-
cided the United States should remember with gratitude the end of
that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or
“truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day,
honoring veterans of every era.

Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and
freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war any-
more” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).
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